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A TERRIFIC EMOTIONAL EXPERIENCE 


THE FILM HOLLYWOOD COULDN’T PRODUCE 
THE HIDDEN POWER will sweep you 


into the center of a man’s great per- 
sonal struggle as he is torn between his 
allegiance to the Constitution of the 
United States and to an Ecclesiastical 
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The Citizen’s Duty 


Citizens by birth or choice of a 
common country, that country has a 
right to concentrate your affections. 
The name of AMERICAN, which be- 
longs to you in your natural capac- 
ity, must always exalt the just pride 
of patriotism more than any appel- 
lation... 

Toward the preservation of your 
| government and the permanency of 
your present happy state, it is re- 
HM quisite not only that you steadily dis- 
HH countenance irregular opposition to its 
acknowledged authority, but also that 
Mi you resist with care the spirit of in- 
novation upon its principles, however 
| specious the pretext. One method of 
HH assault may be to effect in the forms 
of the constitution alterations which 
will impair the energy of the system, 
and thus to undermine what cannot 
be directly overthrown. In all the 
changes to which you may be invited, 








MAGAZINE OF OUR CHRISTIAN HERITAGE 








VOL. 19 FEBRUARY, 1958 NO. 2 
















































































CONTENTS: 4 = that time and habit are at 
east as necessary to fix the true char- 

. acter of governments as of other 

ae - I ccna 2 tesmnam inetietiones ‘itt -expeslence is 
nal ti  atl al 3 i the surest standard by which to test 
Lest We Forget Qurebrec .nnnnicccecsscsssssesssssesesesee 6 | the real tendency of the existing con- 
The One-Way Road of Tolerance ............... 8 | sneage onmnliginclineay wecidlir--nally anti 
The C i ain Gisittiin th di 9 | in changes upon the credit of mere 
e ase of the Growing Appendix ........... mt hypothesis and opinion exposes to 
Untangling Mixed Marriages ............0.......0.00.... 10 | perpetual change, from the endless 
The Fallacy of Meritorious Works ............. 13 Hh variety of hypothesis and opinion; 
The T Siteineid 14 and remember especially, that from 
e rue IID | thn tissicnccessccccicacsiniscomiacnttaeasiasants the efficient management of your com- 
Eyes I TI aieicersintisseuiteccnninshindniaianlihiceinit 16 A mon interests, in a country so ex- 
Saved from the Good Shepherd Prison ...... 18 Hn tensive as ours, a government of as 
The Archbishop Replies .....00.....0..ccccccssse 22 | il = views We a — the 
WI perfect security of liberty is indispens- 

You Be the Judge sii anesininenihahisanhnmitinmninensinetiiinnennthe 26 | able. Liberty itself will find in such a 
ING TI sissicerninntritnitaciisossicimionecspiitainiis 27 Hh government, with powers properly 
SI IN ssiesnicntennssiorssonnccnrrsipieititninelestielitiaials 30 HA distributed and adjusted, its surest 
Ipse Dixit 32 Hi Hy guardian. George Washirgton 


MAT 


(in his Farewell Address, 1796) 


Editor: Walter M. Montano 








Converted Priests and Monks on the staff of Christ’s Mission — 


e HUGH FARRELL, Public Relations e ANGELO LO VALLO, Religious Information Bureau 
° CHARLES MARZENA, Spiritual Counselor © FRANK F. PAYAS, Supervisor of Rehabilitation Center 
e Correspondents: J. ESSER, JOSE LALLANA, GASPAR LANGELLA 


SUBSCRIPTION PRICE — 1 year, $2.50; 2 years, $4.50; 3 years, $6.50; single copy, 30c, 50c additional for subscriptions outside U. S. A. 


FOREIGN REPRESENTATIVES—Rev. Edwin J. Taylor, Protestant Truth Society, Grimsby Beach, Ontario, CANADA; Evangelical Publishers, 
336 Bay Street, Toronto 1, CANADA; Old Baptist Union Book Depot, 79 Reginald Street, Luton, Beds... ENGLAND; Ebenezer Bookroom, 
Box 127, Zamboanga City, PHILIPPINES; Keswick Book Depot, 315 Collins Street, Melbourne, AUSTRALIA; Tasmanian Protestant 
Federation, 49 Forest Road Trevellynn, Launceston, Tasmania, AUSTRALIA; Crusader Bookroom, Box 760, Wellington, C.A., NEW ZEALAND; 
Protestant Association of South Africa, P.O. Box 2976, Cape Town, SOUTH AFRICA; Rev. R. M. Searing, Liberia “‘La Aurora,” Carrera 8A. 
No. 18-57, Cali, Colombia, SOUTH AMERICA; The Crusaders League, India Hampankatta, Mangalore 1, S. INDIA. All communications, 
checks and money orders for the Magazine or Christ's Mission should be addressed: CHRIST’S MISSION, INC. — 369 CARPENTER AVE. — 
CHANGE OF ADDRESS — Send your new address with the old one at least thirty days before the date of the issue with which it is to take 
effect. If possible enclose your address label. The Post Office will not forward copies unless you provide extra postage. Duplicate copies cannot be 
sent unless you request it accompanied by 30c for each issue requested 

CONVERTED CATHOLIC: Copyrighted in 1958 by Christ’s Mission, Inc. No part of this magaine may be reproduced without permission. 
Published monthly (except July and August), 20th of month preceding. Printed in U. S. A. Second-class mail privileges authorized at Sea 
Cliff, New York, additional entry at New York, N. Y. 


ADVERTISING: Send inquiries and copy to Robert G. Hawley, Advertising Manager — 369 Carpenter Avenue, Sea Cliff, New York, 


Ue om 





FEBRUARY, 1958 1 








PRAY FOR US 


I like to read your magazine (CON- 
VERTED CATHOLIC) so much, You are 
doing a wonderful work for God and 
country and many people. 


Mrs. J.R.S., Texas 


HAVE YOU BEEN TOO BUSY? 


Due to illness on my husband’s office 
staff, I have been working for several 
months and did not realize my subscrip- 
tion had expired. I would not be with- 
out the CONVERTED CATHOLIC for any- 
thing—as I am one myself. I should 
like sometime to write you my story. 
It is unbelievable. My check is enclosed. 


Mrs. G.S.L., O. 


STILL FAITHFUL 


I wish I were able to see your film 
“Menacing Shadows” when it comes to 
our church. My age prevents my 
attending. I am sending this little you 
have asked for to help a bit, that 
others may be informed and benefited by 
the same. I have long read your maga- 
zine (CONVERTED CATHOLIC) and while 
unable longer to read it for myself, I 
have others read it to me, then I place 
a wrapper around it and send to an- 
other to read. It is a wonderful maga- 
zine, and I’d like to see it in every 
American home. We need it. Most of 
our Protestants are asleep to the ‘““Men- 
acing Shadows.” I placed a number of 
packages of CONVERTED CATHOLIC 
magazine in five different churches a 
year or so ago for distribution. I 
wonder if you received any subscrip- 
tions from among the two or three 
hundred that must have been introduc- 
ed to them. I do not want to miss a 
single copy. 

S.S., Calif. 


MORE V.1.P. INTEREST 


Enclosed check will cover the sub- 
scription for someone in the govern- 
ment. This is a good way to keep these 
men informed. 


S.C., N. J. 
INTEREST STIMULATED 


Please send me information about 
your CONVERTED CATHOLIC magazine 
and a complete list of your books. 
Would you also tell me about your 
work. I read your pamphlet on Stross- 
mayer’s speech. It certainly was in- 
formative. I enjoyed it. 


J.A.V., Mich. 
LOVE TO ENEMIES 


You speak of God’s command to love. 
He commands that you love your 
enemies as well as your friends. While 
you do seem to love your friends you 
show nothing but hate for your 
enemies, the Catholic Church. You have 
a strong friend in the person or persons 
of the Devil but in the end “truth and 
God who is Truth shall triumph.” Can- 
cel my subscription because I want no 
more of your bigotry and hatred. 

I shall stick to the religion founded 
by Christ, the religion that has surviv- 
ed worse attacks than yours and will 
continue to survive them until the end 
of the world, because Christ promised 
that it would be so. You see, neither 
the Devil nor you are any match for 
Christ. How can you profess to love 
Christ and still hate your brother? It 
cannot be done. I want no more of 
your magazine, as I said before. 


Mrs. A.R., Minn. 
YEAR WANTED 


In the article on “The Immaculate 
Conception” by Edward Jewitt Robin- 
son in the December issue of CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC magazine, in a box, it said 
that on Dec. 8 in his bull Ineffabilis 
Deus, Pope Pius IX solemnly declared 
the Immaculate Conception to be a 
dogma of faith. May I ask what year? 
I felt that it could not be 1957 because 
you could not get it into print that soon 
so I wondered when the Pope issued 
this bull. 

Also in the same article Mr. Robin- 
son when speaking of the virgin says 
she was “born in sin” and therefore 
“born to trouble.” While Mr. Robinson 
placed quotation marks around both of 
these expressions he did not tell where 
he was quoting from. This confused 
me. Is it in the Bible? I don’t know 
any place in the Bible where it says 
that Mary was born in sin. 

Please answer this in your maga- 
zine as I believe it will interest others. 


Mrs. H.C., Calif. 


¢ The famous Bull concerning the Im- 
maculate Conception was issued in 1854. 
As for the two quotations, it is true 
that the Bible does not say of Mary 
specifically that she was born in sin, 
but speaking of mankind generally, the 
Bible says we are conceived in sin 
(Psalm 51:5) and that we are “born 
to trouble” (Job 5:8). 





PRACTICAL CONSIDERATIONS 


I just picked up my December issue 
of CONVERTED CATHOLIC and started at 
the first page, as usual. On page two 
I have just read A. W.’s letter from 
Massachusetts. I would like to answe) 
that letter. 

I requested my copy of CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC to come under wrapper, not 
because I did not want to be a good 
witness for my Lord but because |! 
live in the priest-ridden city of ——. 
I received my magazine in pieces, some- 
times not enough of it even to read, 
often without a cover and some- 
times so badly destroyed it would be 
tied together with a string. My mail 
carrier is a Mr. Luther, who I very 
well suppose is a good Protestant, if 
not a “born-again” Christian. 

I am glad A. W. has the courage of 
his convictions. I for one receive the 
magazine for my own enlightenment 
and to pass on to others. And you just 
can’t ask your friends to read a torn- 
up magazine. 

E.E.B., Mass. 


I do thank you for sending the Con- 
VERTED CATHOLIC magazine in a wrap- 
per. 


/ 


C.D., N.Y. 


WITNESS IN CATHOLIC FRANCE 


Our hearts were rejoicing as we 
learned of your campaign of V.I.P. 
We are praying that the CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC magazine will be an eye- 
opener to these people. At all times we 
feel conscious of the evil forces trying 
their uttermost to rob the U.S.A. of 
their great God-given heritage of free- 
dom of worship. I myself being a 
convert from Catholicism am especial- 
ly interested in your work. 

My husband and I had the privilege 
of taking a trip to France last spring 
to see my few relatives. I had prayed 
for twenty-seven years that God would 
permit me to go to them with the only 
purpose of telling them of the glorious 
freedom of God’s wonderful salvation 
by grace, through faith in our Lord 
Jesus Christ. It was a great joy to 
witness to them; the Holy Spirit was 
present and some hearts were really 
touched by the good news. A few of 
them were not ashamed to let the tears 
flow. They do not attend the Catholic 
Church. They say that there is nothing 
there for them. 

I am praying for the one in Cali 
fornia who receives the CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC magazine and is so angry 
about it. I believe that God is trying to 
reach that one and that he or she 
is putting up a fight. Right now we are 
living above our Catholic landlord. 
They are “good” people. Two of their 
sons married Protestant girls. It makes 
the parents more tolerant toward the 
Protestants. We are more careful than 
ever to let our light so shine that they 
may behold our good works and glorify 
God. Enclosed is check toward two 
five-month subscriptions to the V.I.P 
campaign. 

Mrs. G.G., Ill. 
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EDITORIAL 


WALTER M. MONTANO 


Dear Reader: 

Seven years ago when God placed the Converted Catholic magazine in our 
hands as part of the larger ministry of Christ's Mission, we accepted it humbly 
with the prayer that it might be an instrument of light and truth to our 
readers, eSpecially to Roman Catholics, whom we sincerely love and whose con- 
version to Christ we earnestly desire. For seven years you have invited us 
into your home through the instrumentality of the printed page, and with your 
help and inspiration oe mien increased our size and scope and broadened our 
circle of friends and readers. 

But in the words of the wisest of men, "To everything there is a season, 
and a time to every purpose under the heaven." (Eccl. 3:1) 

A time has come in the history of the Converted Catholic magazine to re- 
assess its position and re-evaluate its purpose. Seventy-five years ago, when 
Father O'Connor, a newly converted priest, ventured to publish the first issue 
of the Converted Catholic magazine, the name was unique and essential to his 
aims. And during the years that have followed, the magazine has maintained 
that special position among the secular and religious journals of the country. 


It took conviction to issue a magazine with such controversial overtones; 
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it took determination to meet its editorial challenge down through the years; 


and it has taken conviction, determination, and courage to come to the de- 

cision that we have reached the time for a change. It is not always easy to 

lay aside the waymarks that have become hallowed with time and use and strike . 
out on broader, more challenging paths. But in the course of time we have 

discovered that as we have increased our scope, so we must also make our aims 

more precise and concrete. 

For three years we have anticipated this change with our subtitle, "Maga- 
zine of Our Christian Heritage," acknowledging our great debt to the princi- 
ples laid down by Jesus Christ, retraced by the Reformers, and upheld by the 
founding fathers of this great nation. These principles, we felt, epitomize 
what we stand for as we oppose the forces seeking to corrupt the doctrine of 
Christ, change our Constitution, trammel our liberties, and subvert our free 
institutions. These are today's guideposts. 

For fifteen centuries a hydra-headed politico-religious institution has 
been schooled in the art of total war for control of the minds and hearts of 
men. This battle has been waged in every age and on every continent. It is 
being fought today in America. 

This is our challenge. We do not--we can not--abandon the course set by 
the Converted Catholic magazine, but we feel that to be consistent with our 
aims and to meet the needs of this present horrendous age we must enlarge our 
vision. Therefore, beginning with our next issue, which marks the jubilee 


edition of our seventy-fifth anniversary, we shall be known by our new name 


CHRISTIAN HERITAGE. 
To our faithful subscribers and readers we affirm our pledge that Chris- 
tian Heritage will continue to proclaim the message of liberty and justice, 
light and truth, which has guided our policies in the past and which, through 


the merits of the cross of Christ, will lead ultimately to the crown of life. 


W. M. Montano 
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Our Christian Heritage 


OR SEVENTY-FIVE YEARS the CONVERTED CATHOLIC 

magazine has retained its well-earned title of 
champion of truth and freedom. Throughout the 
years, without fear or favor, it has resisted the 
encroachments of the Roman Catholic Church on 
the social, political, and religious institutions of 
this country and has monitored the highways and 
byways of the American scene in a serious effort 
to counteract the infiltration of foreign ideo- 
logies and to conserve Constitutional guarantees 
of American liberty. 

Though often looked upon as a voice crying 
in the wilderness against the bogey of Roman 
Catholic subversion, it has steadfastly resisted 
ecclesiastical tyranny over the mind and will of 
men and has upheld the heritage of freedom that 
is the birthright of every American in both civil 
and religious spheres. 

The task is neither easy nor enviable. It bears 
the negative stigma of fighting against rather than 
for and is often misunderstood—just as the words, 
“IT came not to send peace, but a sword” were mis- 
understood nineteen centuries ago. It is a quirk of 
fate that one is a hero if he fights for liberty he 
does not possess, but a malcontent if he fights 
against forces seeking to rob him of that hard-won 
freedom. And it is easier to fight the enemy on the 
battlefield than in the basement, easier to resist 
force than subversion. 


ND SO WHILE OTHERS HAVE SLEPT and have failed 
to perceive the changes taking place about 
them or to discern the signs of the times, the 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC has been on the watch, no- 
ting the chinks in the wall and the cracks in the 
foundation, checking the locks on the front door 
and the hinges on the back, preparing against ter- 
mites from within and attack from without. 

But the watchman on the ramparts of free- 
dom has a grave responsibility. Like the sentinel 
on the outposts of battle, he faces a wily foe, and 
he needs to know not only what he is fighting 
against but what he is defending. Out of this 
knowledge comes both the faith and the courage 
to fight. 

It is our profound conviction that the heritage 


e Profuse illustrations .. . 


FEBRUARY, 





Coming ta March!! SPECIAL DIAMOND JUBILEE EDITION 


Honoring the 75th anniversary of Christ’s Mission and the CONVERTED CATHOLIC magazine. 


e How was Christ's Mission originated? : ; 
e Who was the converted priest who first published the Converted Catholic magazine? 
e What is the story behind this unique work of helping Roman Catholic priests? 


No reader of the CONVERTED CATHOLIC will want to be without the 
first issue of the new CHRISTIAN HERITAGE magazine with its 


e New cover, new layout, new features, new vision. . . . 
e 16 additional pages containing stories of our past and previews of our future . . . 


You cannot afford to miss this unique issue! 


the CONVERTED CATHOLIC magazine has chosen to 
defend is the most priceless in the world today. It 
is our painful conviction that this heritage is 
gravely endangered and is being challenged by 
powerful and unrelenting forces on all sides. This 
heritage is the inalienable birthright of every true 
American and is his only guarantee of life, liberty, 
and the pursuit of happiness, and, if fully under- 
stood, of eternal life. 

This heritage we defend is Christian in origin, 
Protestant in tradition, democratic in principle, 
and eternal in value. It bears the name of its Au- 
thor, the seal of the Reformers, the blessing of our 
founding fathers, and the promise of eternity. The 
“perfect law of liberty” which Christ came to 
fulfill (James 1:25; Matt. 5:17) is its written 
charter and the American Constitution its modern 
expression. 


BECAUSE WE BELIEVE THE TIME HAS COME to speak 

boldly for the sacred truths we cherish and to 
re-affirm and strengthen the landmarks of our 
faith, because we prefer a positive emphasis to a 
polemic slant, because we wish to draw the lines 
clearly and avoid ambiguity, we have made the 
momentous decision in this our year of jubilee to 
change the name of the venerated CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC to CHRISTIAN HERITAGE. 

In so doing, we in no way intend to weaken 
our position nor violate our trust. We mark not a 
retreat but an advance. In looking to the past we 
but chart the future, and with all humility call 
upon the Captain of our faith to give us needed 
courage and lead us forth to ever greater achieve- 
ments in His name. 

As we dedicate ourselves anew to our difficult 
task, we ask our readers to join with us in solemn 
prayer for greater wisdom and understanding in 
fighting sin and fighting for the sinner. As we cry 
against the wickedness of Babylon, we are mindful 
that God has His chosen ones within her ranks 
whom He is calling earnestly, “Come out of her, 
my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, 
and that ye receive not of her plagues.” (Rev. 
18:4) 

May we never forget that while we have a 
mission to defend our freedoms, we a'so have a 
commission to preach the gospel of salvation. 
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Lest We Forget Quebec 


North of the border, among the thorny weeds and 


barbed-wire entanglements, lies some precious fruit. 


BY F. M. 


ASPBERRIES IN SEPTEMBER! 
How wonderful! Where on 
earth did you find them?” 

The guests reclining on the 
gallery of the cottage in the 
Laurentian Highlands sat up 
from their couches in astonish- 
ment as they sampled the fruit 
one of the visitors had gathered. 


“What a delicious flavor! But 
look at yourself—you’re all 
scratched and burned, and your 
dress is torn! You should not 
exert yourself in the hot sun. 
Why don’t you lie in the ham- 
mock and enjoy this lovely 
scenery ?” 

Below the house Lac des Isles 
glistened in the sunlight, and 
across the lake the mountains 
fringed the horizon in blue and 
purple ranges. Underfoot in the 
spruce woods, creeping mosses 
trailed among the pigeon berries, 
all clean and dust-free. 

But out on the highway the 
dust lay thick on the rank weeds 
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that filled the ditches. Here and 
there a raspberry bush struggled 
up among the rocks and thistles, 
hiding beneath the foliage the 
last of the summer’s fruitage. No 
one bothered looking for it; even 
the children passed it by. But on 
this September day, by dint of 
patient searching among barbed- 
wire entanglements, weeds and 
rocks, finding one here, another 
there, then a few just ready to 
drop, one of the guests brought 
back to the cottage a heaping 
quart of dead-ripe berries. What 
a delicious shortcake they made! 


HIDDEN FRUIT 


So, too, in our Christian serv- 
ice, the time is late, later than 
we think. The harvest is ripe and 
as yet some of the fields have 
scarcely been touched. “Go out 
into the highways and hedges, 
and compel them to come in, that 
My house may be filled,” the 





Master said to His servants. 
(Luke 14:23) 

Across the eastern border of 
Ontario lies a great harvest field 
waiting for laborers. Quebec, iso- 
lated in her self-sufficiency and 
separated from her English- 
speaking neighbors by barriers 
of language and religion, lies 
along the dusty highway. The 
Lord is waiting for the precious 
fruit of that land: souls long 
neglected, passed by, hidden from 
the eyes of a self-centered church. 

No province in the Dominion 
of Canada is so rich in romance 
as Quebec with her colorful his- 
tory, quaint traditions, and old- 
world customs. It is the land of 
courageous explorers, daring 
coureurs de bois, courtly seig- 
neurs, and hardy settlers; the 
land the great-hearted Montcalm 
fathered in its infancy and the 
brave Champlain gave his life to 
hold; the land of beautiful moun- 
tains, mighty rivers, picturesque 
scenery, quaint villages, and 
home-loving habitants. 


‘“‘| REMEMBER’”’ 


The French Canadian’s love 
for his land and his pride in its 
traditions are expressed in the 
slogan, “Je me _  souviens”’— 
remember. Like the ancient Chi- 
nese slogan, “Remember the an- 
cients,” it has conduced to a back- 
ward rather than a forward look. 
It has defeated its own end, and 
progress has been slow in matters 
of educational, health, agricul- 
tural, and mining developments. 

Under the rigid rule of the 
Church of Rome the minds of the 
French, especially those of the 
rural districts, have been limited 
to a narrow outlook. Their his- 
tories present a warped and 
prejudiced view of events in 
which England is pictured as an 
imperialistic tyrant. Though the 
story of Evangeline is quite un- 
founded (Longfellow never saw 
Arcadia), the French keep alive 
its memory in the anniversary of 
“Evangeline Day,” with parades 
and festivities. 

The Roman Catholic Church 
controls the choice of literature 
of the school books, which are 
saturated with religion. Stories 
of little boys attending mass be- 
fore school and careless boys for- 
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getting and repenting; good and 
kind curés paving the way to 
heaven and saintly sisters minis- 
tering to the poor and needy— 
such are the stories absorbed by 
the children. 

To these people Quebec is Cana- 
da. So different is the atmosphere 
of Roman Catholic Quebec from 
that of Protestant Canada that 
servicemen returning to Ontario 
on leave used to say, “We’re go- 
ing home to Canada.” 


BORN TO DIE 


“Quebec has been one of the 
most solidly Roman Catholic 
parts of the world and as a result 
is backward in many features of 
life. The enlightened Frenchman 
knows this is due to Roman Ca- 
tholic influence, and many are 
beginning to resent their circum- 
stances.” The Frenchman sees 
that the Protestants in his coun- 
try are more prosperous and free 
than he is, yet apparently with- 
out religion. Tens of thousands, 
disgusted with the sham and 
emptiness of Catholicism, are 
looking for something else. 

Among these are many priests 
who, according to reports, are 
leaving the church of their birth 
and, never having seen really 
Bible-believing Christians, for 
lack of anything better are turn- 
ing to Communism or atheism. In 
times of war these vacancies are 
more than filled by young re- 
cruits who don the black robe to 
escape conscription. 

Most of the French die without 
having heard of God’s free grace. 
But if Rome is losing some of her 
children in Quebec she is also 
extending her domain in other 
provinces. New Brunswick is now 
fifty percent Roman Catholic and 
is called “our second Catholic 
province.” 

In the poverty-stricken districts 
of Quebec it is the usual thing for 
a mother to have from fifteen 
to eighteen children. And since 
more than sixty percent of all 
Canadian children under ten 


years of age are of the Catholic 
faith and French families out- 
number the children of ‘Prot- 
estant families by five to one, it 
will not be long before the Roman 
Church controls the vote of the 
Dominion. It must be remem- 
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bered that every Catholic, even 
in a province such as Ontario, 
must vote as advised by his 
priest. 


PRECIOUS FRUIT 


The missionary who obeys the 
call of God to take the gospel to 
Quebec must be willing to count 
the cost. It is not at all unlikely 
that he will be subjected to de- 
famation, libel, loss, or even im- 
prisonment. 

A group of courageous young 
missionaries, arrested for passing 
out tracts and distributing Gos- 
pels or holding a street meeting, 
have to their account three years 
in prison. They cheerfully took 
their “reward” and devoted their 
prison time to study. The mis- 
sionary’s heart can easily be filled 
with discouragement unless he 
has a clear vision of God’s will 
and purpose. But his reward will 
be great, not only in the. next 
world but also in this. 

Precious fruit with a distinct 
flavor and richness will be gath- 
ered from among the thorns and 
barbed-wires of Roman persecu- 
tion, souls garnered from the 
highways and byways of a land 
long neglected and closed to the 
light of God’s free grace. One 
here, another there, and some- 
times a whole family will come 
out bravely, though maligned by 
the neighbors, ostracized by rela- 
tives, and persecuted by priests. 

Those in country places suffer 
most. A daughter from a Gaspé 
family was saved in a French 
mission while working in Mon- 
treal. On her return home for a 
visit she did not mention the fact 
to her family until the priest paid 
his visit. All knelt to do him rev- 
erence but the girl. Angrily the 
priest demanded an explanation. 
In a quiet voice the girl told her 
story. She had found Christ as 
her High Priest and knelt only 
to Him. 

The enraged “father” stormed 
at her—but to his own loss. The 
family, seeing the difference be- 
tween the Christian poise of the 
girl and the un-Christlike spirit 
of the priest, became Christians. 
As a result they were forced to 
leave their home, since no one 
would sell them food. 

One of the sons of this family 
has graduated from Bible School 











and is going back to Gaspé to 
preach the gospel. Much prayer is 
asked for him. As no land or 
building can be rented for mis- 
sionary work, his church is buy- 
ing land on which to build. 


“THESE LOVELY PEOPLE” 


God is answering prayer and 
is calling workers with the spirit 
of the martyrs to “go and bring 
forth fruit.” Said one French- 
speaking missionary from the 
United States: “I was indeed 
surprised to find Quebec so closed 
against the gospel but thrilled 
when I heard the testimonies of 
those who have been born again.” 

These converts almost despise 
the sight of the pictures of Christ 
and the Virgin and the images 
which they once virtually wor- 
shiped. Emerging from such 
darkness into the brightness cf 
free grace they sometimes behave 
like children long suppressed un- 
duly and then allowed to be on 
their own. 

Some workers have found it 
profitable to settle in a town in a 
business capacity and open a 
Christian home for a center of 
work. In this way the confidence 
of the authorities can be won, the 
false accusations of the priests 
denied, and the good will of the 
people gained. 

These French Canadians are a 
people high-spirited, virile and 
energetic, vivacious and affec- 
tionate, cherishing their tradi- 
tions and proud of their heritage. 
One missionary, pleading for 
prayer for his people, begged: 
“Oh, pray for these souls, these 
lovely people.” Another declared: 
“It is much easier to preach the 
gospel to the Chinese than to the 
French. The latter have been 
taught that theirs is the true re- 
ligion and the only one to follow.” 
We would do well to pray that 
the Spirit of God will open their 
eyes and fill their hearts with 
hunger for Him who alone can 
satisfy every need. 


UNTO LIFE ETERNAL 


Though thousands have left 
the Roman Church they are still 
unsatisfied. The man lying on the 
hospital bed and the soldier dying 
on the battlefield cannot face 
death alone. They know nothing 
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better than to call for a priest to 
help their soul to God. 

You will say: “Surely God will 
save the soul that feels after Him 
even though it be through a cru- 
cifix.” That is not the question to 
ask, but rather: “What am I do- 
ing to send the gospel to Quebec? 
Is the burden of their need heavy 
on my heart? Are my prayers 
pulling down the strongholds of 
Satan and delivering souls from 
their prisonhouse of darkness 
and fear?” 

Of late years an awakening has 
come to some of God’s people with 
a sense of responsibility for their 
French neighbors. A stirring can 
be felt throughout the land of 
Quebec. Though crowds pass in 
and out of the great cathedrals 


in Montreal and elsewhere, they 
come away with no lasting peace. 
Evangelists who have seen the 
power of God working in great 


tent meetings in the United 
States report that a great many 
of those who seek healing are of 
the Roman Catholic faith. They 
easily believe in the miraculous. 
Their faith is more simple than 
that of the gospel-hardened Prot- 
estants. 

Surely the Lord is waiting to 
bless and save multitudes of these 
dear people. He has great trea- 
sure among them. Though the 
time is late, the harvest is wait- 
ing still, and rich fruit is yet to 
be gathered. ‘He that reapeth... 
gathereth fruit unto life eternal.” 
(John 4:36) END 











The One-Way Road of Tolerance 


by G. G. BROWN 


“[ HERE Is an old saying that 

“Rome never changes.” With 
regard to her intolerance this is 
certainly true, for the same old 
spirit of the “dragon” is mani- 
fested again and again when the 
clerical party dominates the 
policies of a nation. 


A few years ago Cardinal 
Segura of Spain anathematized 
what he termed Protestant propa- 
ganda, and “in Madrid a Protes- 
tant pastor brandished a pam- 
phlet published by a Catholic 
organization, in which Protes- 
tants were denounced as liber- 
tines, women of easy virtue, and 
traitors to their country.” (Time, 
March 17, 1952). 

This is an old Catholic line: 
anyone who opposes Papal control 
of the government is called a 
traitor or a Communist. A good 
illustration of such tactics was af- 
forded by the period of severe 
persecution in Colombia. ‘“Presi- 
dent Gustavo ‘Rojas Pinilla,” 
wrote Time (May 28, 1956), 
“darkly links the Protestants 
with subversion. ‘International 
Communism,’ he said early this 
year, ‘understands that in order 
to fight successfully in Colombia, 
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it must first destroy as much as 
possible our religious unity.’ ” 

There you have it! Opposition 
to the Roman Catholic program 
may be far removed from the 
plans and purposes of Commu- 
nism, yet intolerance links the 
two together. 

Give the Roman clergy a con- 
trolling influence in governmental 
affairs and persecution follows 
as a natural corollary. All the 
suave talk by the Roman Cath- 
olic element about “tolerance” is 
nothing more than a one-way 
road: you must tolerate us be- 
cause those are your principles, 
says Rome, but we are not obli- 
gated to tolerate you. 


PARENT & CHILD 


During the Middle Ages, a dis- 
senter was called a “heretic.” 
Nowadays the catchword is “sub- 
versive,” “traitor,” or “Commu- 
nist.” Once a citizen is “investi- 
gated” on such a charge, whether 
innocent or not, he is stigmatized 
probably for life. But who is re- 
sponsible for Communism? Let 
J. A. Wylie, LL.D., the brilliant 
chronicler of Protestant history, 
give the answer: 





“But Rome was not able, with 
all her violence, to arrest the 
movement of the human mind. So 
far as it was religious, she but 
scattered the sparks to break out 
on a wider area at a future day; 
and so far as it was intellectual, 
she but forced it into another 
channel. Instead of Albigensi- 
anism, Scholasticism now arose 
in France, which after flourishing 
for some centuries in the schools 
of Paris, passed into the sceptical 
Philosophy, and that again, in our 
day, into atheistic Communism. 
It will be curious if in the future 
the progeny cross the path of the 
parent.” (History of Protestan- 
tism, Vol. I, Book First, Chap. 
10, Par. 7) 

That reference to the progeny 
crossing the path of the parent 
was almost a prediction, and we 
see the fulfillment in the world 
today. In her efforts to control 
the world, the Roman Catholic 
Church will yet cause untold suf- 
fering as surely as like causes 
produce like effects. Again we 
bring a forewarning by a writer 
of the last century: 

“The Christian world will learn 
what Romanism really is, when it 
is too late to escape the snare. She 
is silently growing into power. 
Her doctrines are exerting their 
influence in legislative halls, in 
the churches, and in the hearts 
of men... She is stealthily and 
unsuspectedly strengthening her 
forces to further her own ends 
when the time shall come for her 
to strike. All that she desires is 
vantage ground, and this is soon 
to be given her. In the near 
future we shall see and shall feel 
what the purpose of the Roman 
element is. Whoever shall believe 
and obey the word of God will 
thereby incur reproach and perse- 
cution.” (E. G. White) 

Already ‘the rumblings of. the 
coming storm are heard in the 
not too great distance and the 
storm clouds are rolling over the 
horizon. As our government be- 
comes dominated by the Roman 
Catholic clergy, to that extent the 
persecutions of the past and the 
present will be enacted here as 
truly'as the night follows the day. 
“Rome never changes”—her in- 
tolerant spirit ever remains the 
same. 
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BY LUTHER W. MARTIN 


N RECENT YEARS it has become 

a very common practice for 
certain elected officials, in an ap- 
parent effort to secure votes, to 
insert the utterances of promi- 
nent Roman Catholic prelates 
into the Appendix of the Con- 
gressional Record. 

A brief perusal of the Record 
will show which Senators and 
Representatives abuse this prac- 
tice to the greatest extent. 

One Congressman who asked 
permission to “extend his re- 
marks” was Thomas J. Lane of 
Massachusetts. His “ remarks” 
then consisted of the publication 
of the address of the Roman 
Catholic Archbishop of Boston. 

In the Appendix to the Con- 
gressional Record of January 17, 
1956 (pp. A429-31), Archbishop 
Cushing’s address before the 
Holy Name Society officers’ elev- 
enth annual convention was re- 
produced and circulated at Gov- 
ernment expense. The theme of 
this Roman Catholic propaganda 
was ‘that “The World Must 
Choose Between Religion and 
Ruin.” By religion the Archbish- 
op meant the Roman Catholic 
religion. 

I do not know what Congress- 
man Lane’s religious affiliation is. 
He may be a Roman Catholic, and 
if so, he has managed to use his 
elective office in the furtherance 
of the Roman Catholic sect, at 
the expense of all taxpayers. If 
he is not a Roman Catholic, then 
by permitting the Congressional 
Record to be so misused, he has 
been guilty of playing to the Ca- 
tholic vote of the Boston arch- 
diocese. 


DISCRIMINATION 


Evangelist John. Hayes of 
Athens, Alabama, has _ corres- 
ponded with a number of Con- 
gressmen, calling their attention 
to the misuse of the Congressional 


FEBRUARY,.1958 





Che Case of the Growing Appendix 


Record. In fact, he has requested 
the opportunity of being allowed 
to write a rebuttal to some of the 
Roman Catholic archbishop’s as- 
sertions and allegations. But thus 
far, our elected Congressmen 
have refused to permit a minister 
of the gospel the right of reply 
or of inclusion in the same publi- 
cation. 

In order to demonstrate the 
hold that Roman Catholicism has 
over some of our Congressmen, 
we submit the following factual 
evidence: 

When Senator Robert S. Kerr 
of Oklahoma replied to a letter 
from Evangelist Hayes, the Sena- 
tor denied that the January 17, 
1956, Congressional Record con- 
tained an address by the Catholic 
archbishop. I have Senator Kerr’s 
letter on my desk; it is dated 
May 21, 1957. 

Evangelist Hayes then made an 
offer to Senator Kerr, by regis- 
tered mail, to pay the Senator’s 
plane fare round-trip from Wash- 
ington to Athens, Alabama, in 
order for him to examine, in 
the presence of an attorney, the 
material in question in the Rec- 
ord. The registered letter was 
received in Senator Kerr’s office 
in Washington on May 30, 1957. 
Needless to say, he never made 
the trip. 

Senator John F. Kennedy of 
Massachusetts replied to Mr. 
Hayes’ correspondence by say- 
ing: “I regret to inform you that 
because of a long-standing policy 
of having printed in the Record 
only statements from my con- 
stituents I shall be unable to com- 
ply with your request.” 

In his reply, dated March 15, 
Mr. Hayes made a very fitting 
comment: “True, sir, you were 
elected by the voters of your 
state, but they did not elect you 
to the State Senate, but to the 
United States Senate. Quite a 


difference, don’t you think? When 
you stood before the proper au- 
thority and swore to defend the 
Constitution—what Constitution? 
of your state or the United States? 
—does that instrument include: 
only your constituents? 

“Then, sir, since you swore to 
uphold and defend the Constitu- 
tion you became a servant of the 
United States, sent to Washing- 
ton not just to represent ‘your 
constituents’ but the United 
States.” 

We are inclined to wonder if 
Roman Catholic Senator Kennedy 
would grant a similar privilege 
to some non-Catholic minister 
from his own state—or would the 
Senator accord the publicity in 
the Congressional Record only to 
those of his own religious belief? 


PREFERRED POLICY 


Will the Congressional Record 
continue to be used as a sounding 
board for the Roman Catholic 
religion? 

We have at hand letters from 
at least fifteen different Con- 
gressmen, all of whom have either 
refused to grant a minister of 
the gospel the same right in the 
Record as was used by the arch- 
bishop or have dodged the issue. 

We urge our readers to check 
with their own Congressmen to 
determine whether or not their 
elected lawmakers are guilty of 
granting free publicity and 
propaganda privileges to any re- 
ligious sect, at Government ex- 
pense. Certainly if one sect is to 
receive the privilege, then all 
groups should receive equal 
rights. However, the preferred 
policy—and this is important— 
should be that of reserving the 
Congressional Record for official 
documentation only and of re- 
fraining from the insertion of 
any irrelevant religious disserta- 
tions. END 
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MIRAGE 
IN THE 
CATHEDRAL 


UNTANGLING 


MIXED 


Aa 


BY W. G. CAMPBELL 


E 
S 


Or ONE-FOURTH of the marriages performed by the Roman Cath- 

olic clergy in 1955 involved a non-Catholic partner and six times 
out of ten the Catholic left his church. A mixed marriage is more 
likely to end up in divorce than any other by the ratio of three to one. 


~ John Ingram, former Roman 
Catholic party in his own mixed 
marriage, is out to change those 
statistics in Minneapolis through 
his witnessing and counseling 
ministry to Catholic-Protestant 
marriages. About 40% of those 
dealt with make a profession of 
faith in Christ and unite with an 
evangelical church. 

- Saved while studying the Bible 
to solve his own mixed marriage 
problem, Ingram is confident of 
the: power of the Word in the 
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hearts of Catholics. He has 
memorized over four hundred 
verses in the Catholic New Testa- 
ment dealing with Roman errors 
and the way of salvation. 

By offering to accompany a 
Roman Catholic in a visit to his 
parish priest, Ingram has wit- 
nessed to twenty-one priests in 


the upper midwest area. Experi- 


enced in debate, he is careful to 
hold to Bible doctrines in these 
conversations, always using the 
Roman Catholic Bible. “Priests 





welcome such discussions,” he 
claims. “They are confident that 
they have the truth and think me 
a disillusioned Protestant they 
can reclaim to the fold. I would 
urge every Bible-believing pastor 
to have confidence from my ex- 
perience because he has the aver- 
age priest outwitted nine to one 
in any conversation on Bible 
doctrine.” 

Dick, a Catholic husband puz- 
zled over his wife’s change when 
she was saved in a nearby Bap- 
tist Church, called on the pastor 
for his explanation of what had 
come over her. Felix Runquist, 
then pastor of the Robbinsdale 
Baptist Church, explained the 
way of salvation and urged Dick 
to accept Christ. 


“Catholics don’t believe things 
like that,” Dick retorted. 

“I know a former Catholic who 
is now helping other Catholics 
see this truth. Would you like to 
meet him?” 

Hardly able to believe this, 
Dick agreed to an interview. In- 
gram came immediately, gave his 
testimony and answered the usual 
questions Catholics bring up. 
When confronted with a personal 
decision Dick called on the Lord 
for salvation. 


THE WIDENING CIRCLE 


Dick and his wife studied the 
Scriptures, attended a @ospel- 
preaching church and witnessed 
to their new-found faith. A short 
time later Dick brought his Cath- 
olic boyhood pal, Mike, to see 
Ingram, and after several hours 
of conversation he gave his heart 
to the Lord, answering the nine- 
year prayer of his Christian wife. 
Mike grew rapidly, attending eve- 
ning school and a summer Bible 
course at Northwestern College, 
Minneapolis. 

While a student at North- 
western College, Ingram, his wife 
and a converted Catholic formed 
a corporation called The King’s 
Work to publish pamphlets and 
carry on a speaking and counsel- 
ing ministry. It is an independent 
faith ministry that functions 
as an auxiliary to evangelical 
churches. Ingram’s wife works 
as a nurse’s aid to supplement 
the family larder. 
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“By persuading Christians not 
to enter mixed marriages I have 
broken up many engagements,” 
Ingram confesses. “I’m a big, bad 
wolf to some and a real friend to 
others. Ironically enough, the 
Roman Church has to agree with 
me there. They are strongly 
against mixed marriages—I 
heard more sermons against that 
evil as a Catholic than against 
anything else.” 

Sid enrolled in a class on wit- 
nessing to Catholics that Ingram 
was teaching at Northwestern’s 
evening school so he could witness 
to his Catholic girl friend. They 
decided to accompany the girl to 
her parish priest and discuss the 
way of salvation. Two meetings 
with this priest convinced Sid 
that his girl friend and the priest 
were trusting tradition instead 
of the Word of God. Sid gave up 
the Catholic girl and a mixed 
marriage was averted. 

While working as a shoe sales- 
man Ingram witnessed to Irvin, 
a fellow-worker, who was im- 
pressed by the Biblical quotations 
at Ingram’s command. One day 
he came to Ingram, “I accepted 
your challenge last night to ask 
the Lord to save me. What do I 
do next?” 

Ingram promptly steered him 
to a Christian in another depart- 
ment and told the new convert to 
tell what he had done. 

Irvin’s Catholic wife accused 
him of being a fanatic when he 
witnessed to her. She even threat- 
ened to call the store where they 
worked to have Ingram dis- 
charged for butting into their 
personal affairs. 

Irvin kept studying and pray- 
ing. A neighboring church began 
to send out callers who helped 
with the children and the house- 
work in a time of need. His wife 
was amazed at the love they 
showed her. Later at an evan- 
gelistic service at this church she 
received Christ as her Saviour. 

“We are justly proud of having 
this couple as active members of 
the church,” says their pastor, 
Dr. R. V. Clearwaters, Fourth 
Baptist Church, Minneapolis. “He 
is regular and faithful in atten- 
dance at services and serves as 
usher and leader in the Boys’ 
Brigade. She sings in the choir.” 
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THE BEAMING PRIEST 


Most of the opportunities for 
counseling come to Ingram 
through contacts while speaking 
in churches or through friends 
who refer Catholics to him. Ap- 
pointments made by telephone 
keep him busy almost every eve- 
ning. 

A Christian girl against her 
better knowledge married John, 
a Roman Catholic, who was saved 





John Ingram admits that the book 
which caused him to leave the Roman 


Catholic Church was the 


New Testament. 


Catholic 


a year later. John’s family talked 
him into a meeting with their 
priest in a Wisconsin city with 
the hope of reclaiming him to 
their faith. The young Christian 
wanted a Protestant minister to 
help in the discussion but none 
in the city felt qualified. A sister- 
in-law had taken Ingram’s course 
in witnessing to Catholics and 
offered to pay his expense for 


the 500-mile round trip to meet 


with them. 


A confident, beaming priest 
and jubilant family greeted In- 
gram. They would win back their 
son and perhaps a Protestant 
minister as well! 

Sitting beside the priest for 
easy reference to his Catholic 
books, Ingram explained that he 
was a Fundamentalist and be- 
lieved the Bible to be the Word of 
God as did the priest, that he 
could verify any statement with 
Catholic sources, and that he 
would use the Confraternity ver- 
sion of the New Testament bear- 
ing the official imprimatur of the 
Roman Catholic Church. This 
established a harmonious begin- 
ning. 


“Would you explain to the fam- 
ily here why you remain single?” 
Ingram asked. 

“Why, yes,” the priest respond- 
ed, “the church has many good 
reasons. I can pack my bags and 
leave for Africa tonight; I’m 
not tied down by a family as you 
are. Besides, it’s cheaper to sup- 
port a single man.” 


Ingram explained that there 
were some logical reasons for a 
married clergy, such as knowl- 
edge of family problems that 
would be helpful in counseling, 
and pointed out that Peter was 
married, as well as the Roman 
Catholic clergy for the first thou- 
sand years of their history. The 
family thought he was joking; 
most Catholic people do not know 
this fact. 

“But the main reason,” Ingram 
continued, “is right here under 
the paragraph heading in your 
own Bible, ‘Qualities of a Bish- 
op,’ in I Timothy 3: ‘A bishop 
then, must be blameless, married 
but once . . . He should rule well 
his own household, keeping his 
children under control and per- 
fectly: respectful . . .. Do you have 
those qualities?” 

“Well, obviously not.” 


“How can you improve on what 
God has spoken? What right has 
the church to change God’s quali- 
fications for His leaders?” 

’ Embarrassed, he hedged, “Let’s 

talk about something else. Why 
make so much over a trivial mat- 
ter so simple and silly as that? 
Let’s talk about the history of the 
church.” 

“This is not trivial or silly. In 
the very next chapter Pau] 
teaches that those who forbid 
marriages are teaching doctrines 
of devils.” 

“Where -does it say that?” de- 
manded the priest, impressed. 
Eyebrows raised in the family 
group. 

After reading the passage the 
priest responded, “Well, that pas- 
sage isn’t in all versions—is it?” 
He was asking Ingram! 

“I have never seen a version 
that omitted it. You can see it 
certainly is in your Bible.” 

“Do you have a Bible in the 
house?” the priest asked the fam- 
ily, doubting Ingram’s version 
and veracity. 
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The family -handed an expen- 
sive Bible to the priest who fum- 
bled it for a moment, then said 


to Ingram, “Here, you know 
where it is. Look it up.” Ingram 
pointed out the passage; the 
priest admitted, “Yes, it’s there.” 


THE PRIEST CONFOUNDED 


An ominous silence of embar- 
rassment fell on the group. The 
sympathetic family brought a 
glass of water for the cotton- 
filled mouth of the red-faced 
priest. They tactfully brought 
one for Ingram too. Then they 
started off again. 

“Now, you teach that Mary 
had no children besides Jesus.” 
.. “Yes, that’s right. Mary had no 
other children.” 

Ingram read Mark 6:3: “Is not 
this the carpenter, the son of 
Mary, the brother of James, Jo- 
seph, Jude, and Simon? And are 
not also his sisters here with us?” 
The family started buzzing. “The 
very idea—Mary having other 
children!” 

“That means a general brother- 
hood,” the priest countered, “the 
followers or believers in Christ— 
not real blood brothers. Perhaps 
they were cousins. You see, un- 
fortunately there is no word for 
cousin in the Greek language.” 


“Oh, yes, there is a word for 

cousin in the Greek. It is anepsios, 
translated cousin in Colossians 
4:10, where it speaks of Mark, 
the cousin of Barnabas.” 
. “Let me see that!” challenged 
the priest. “Yes, I see it’s there. 
Well, uh—those persons named 
were simply the followers of 
Christ which were named for 
some reason in that passage.” 

“Then what do you do with 
John 7:3-5 where the disciples 
and the brethren of the Lord are 
contrasted and it clearly states 
that not even His brethren be- 
lieved in Him?” 

.“J—I guess I’ll have to make 
a note of that and study it later. 
The church must have an answer 
but I’m not familiar with it just 
now.” 

When John saw how easily the 
priest was.confounded he became 
bold and stated, “This is what 
gets me: if this is the Word of 
God and is so important, why 
don’t you teach it to us?” 
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“I can answer that for you, 
John,” Ingram replied. “He 
couldn’t teach it because he didn’t 
know it himself.” 

“Oh, that’s. ridiculous! Of 
course I know the Bible; we stud- 
ied it in seminary.” 

“Why are these Scriptures so 
unfamiliar to you then? I don’t 
believe you can give me one doc- 


The Marriage that 
Doesn’t Exist 


(Question: The young man in whom 
I am interested is separated from his 
wife who was previously married. 
Both he and she are unbaptized. I 
was about to give him up, as J felt a 
Catholic should do, until I heard 
there is a possibility of his freedom 
to marry me.] 

“If the wife’s first marriage was 
valid, then her second was invalid be- 
fore God, even though she obtained a 
civil divorce. Even though her second 
marriage were valid, the fact that 
both she and your friend are unbap- 
tized might, under the circumstances, 
entitle him to have recourse to the 
Pauline Privilege and as a Catholic 
to marry you within the Church. It 
may be possible for you to marry 
him, on either count. But consider- 
able investigation is called for, both 
legally and on the score of prudence. 
The laws of both State and Church 
are at issue. Be sure that this young 
man does not become a convert mere- 
ly to ease his way to a Church mar- 
riage to you. Consult your parish 
priest or your nearby Chancery Office 
at Newark.” (The Sign, May, 1957) 


trine from the entire book of 
Romans, the most doctrinal book 
of the New Testament.” 

“Well, I’m a little rattled just 
now, and offhand I can’t think of 
any.” 

“Then how about Ephesians or 
Hebrews?” 

“Offhand I couldn’t say. I 
could read it and know that I had 
read it before.” 
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“Listen,” Ingram countered, 
“any Protestant Sunday school 
teacher could tell me that much. 
You have been misled by the Ro- 
man hierarchy; they have kept 
the Bible from you. If you knew 
your Bible you would leave the 
church just as I did.” 


The priest shrugged his shoul- 
ders; the family looked at the 
floor in distress and sympathy. 
They were in an embarrassing 
spot—they had invited Ingram 
down. 


THE SOLID FOUNDATION 


After three hours and several 
similar situations Ingram rose to 
leave. “I am sorry for the embar- 
rassment I have caused you in 
front of your people, but I have 
done it for your sake and theirs,” 
he said. “All I ask is that you 
study your own New Testament. 
You needn’t feel too bad—you are 
the twenty-first priest I have 
dealt with in the midwest area 
and they were like you. You all 
know your church history and 
creeds, but you do not know your 
Bible. I would be happy to help 
you study it any time you wish.” 

The victory supper planned at 
the Roman Catholic home was a 
meal eaten in silence and defeat. 
The plan backfired and John 
came out strengthened in his 
faith. Today his marriage stands 
on the truth revealed in the 
Word. 


Ingram likes to bring a con- 
verted Catholic to such meetings 
to encourage them in doctrine. A 


‘number of pastors are itching to 


be included in one of these dis- 
cussions. 


Mixed marriages must be dealt 
with individually. Even with 
Catholic and Protestant Churches 
speaking against the evil, they 
still take place. Ingram has found 
a solution in pointing both par- 
ties to the Saviour—oftentimes 
the Protestant party is unsaved 
—and then they are united in 
Christ. 


“The only solid foundation for 
a mixed marriage is faith in 
Jesus Christ as revealed in the 
New Testament, whether it be 
the Catholic or Protestant ver- 
sion,” Ingram affirms. | 
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The Fallacy of Meritorious Works 


by FRANCIS J. KIEDA 


“But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love 
wherewith he loved us, even when we were dead in 
sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace 
ye are saved;) and hath raised us up together, and 
made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus: that in the ages to come he might show the 


exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward 
us through Christ Jesus. For by grace are ye saved 
through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the 
gift of God: not of works, lest any man should boast.” 





A COORDING TO the teaching of 

the Church of Rome, man is 
able to accumulate a great store 
of merit by the performance of 
good works. Roman Catholic theo- 
logians maintain that every man 
shall receive his reward accord- 
ing to his labor. Quoting Paul’s 
epistle to the Romans (2:6), “He 
will render to every man accord- 
ing to his works,” they argue that 
the kingdom of heaven is a 
recompense for good works. Our 
works, therefore, are the value, 
the price, the worth, and the 
merit of the recompense. A crown 
is given to Paul as wages and 
just recompense, for justice ‘de- 
mands that God should reward 
him: “There is laid up for me a 
crown of justice, which the Lord, 
the just Judge, will give to me in 
that day.” (II Tim. 4:8, R,C. 
version) 


It is the teaching of Evangeli- 
cal Christianity that the heaven- 
ly reward is meted out in virtue 
of grace, not merit, for eternal 
life is the “gift of God. . 
through Jesus Christ.” (Rom. 
6:23) The merit and worth of 
our works mean nothing. Heaven 
is due to us only by the Divine 
promise made to us in Christ. The 
merit and worth of Christ in our 
behalf are the substratum of our 
just deserts. 


Augustine says: “God hath 
made himself a debtor, by promis- 
ing, not by receiving anything at 
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(Eph. 2:4-9) 


our hands. We say not to him, 


render that which thou hast re-, 


ceived, but give that which thou 
hast promised.” 


To prove the existence of meri- 
torious works, Roman Catholic 
divines refer to other portions of 
Holy Writ: for example, life ever- 
lasting is called merces (Matt. 
5: 12), a recompense, or reward. 
Good works, therefore, according 
to them, do really earn merit: 
“Rejoice and be exceeding glad; 
for great is your reward in 
heaven” (Matt. 5:12); “Call the 
labourers, and give them their 
hire” (Matt. 20:8). Good. works 
are considered the reason for the 
bestowal of eternal life: “Come, 
ye blessed of my Father, inherit 
the kingdom prepared for you.. . 
For I was an hungered, and ye 
gave me meat, etc.” (Matt. 25:34, 
35) The Scripture, they proclaim, 
considers men worthy: “The 
labourer is worthy of his hire” 
(Luke 10:7); “That ye may be 
counted worthy of the kingdom 
of God, for which ye also suffer” 
(II Thess. 1:5). 


NOT THE ROOT... 


However, it does not follow 
that a reward is given in view of 
merit, since it may be a favor 
as well as a debt. (See Rom. 4:4, 
5) Ambrose teaches: “Let them 
know that they received a gift of 
grace, not a reward for their 

(continued on page 25) 





A BLIND GREEK READS 
THE BIBLE WITH HIS 
TONGUE 


Recently the President of the 
Greek Red Cross in Canea, Crete. 
Mr. Naxakis, offered to give free 
copies of the Bible in Braille from the 
Bible Society to all the blind in that 
particular area who could read them. 
There was one young man, Evangelos 
Georgakakis, who, when he heard of 
this offer, immediately went to ask 
for a copy of this valuable book, but 
Mr. Naxakis was in great doubt as to 
whether he could read it. You see, 
during the occupation of Greece, 
through an exploding mine, Evan- 
gelos had not only lost his sight, but 
also his right hand, as well as the 
sense of touch in the other. Mr. 
Naxakis was soon persuaded, how- 
ever, of his ability, because Evan- 
gelos proved to him in a tangible way 
that through perseverance and dili- 
gence he had taught himself to read 
any writing designed for the blind, 
not through his fingers, but through 
his tongue. 

Evangelos also pursues regular 
studies at the local high school with 
the help of a tape recorder given to 
him by charitable individuals. 

He also attends the gospel services 
in his town. 

It may be that this young man’s 
case is unique throughout the world. 
His greatest desire is to acquire books 
for the blind and tapes. $2 will buy 
an hour tape which he cannot afford. 
Here is an opportunity for you to 
bring the light of the Gospel into the 
life of this handicapped young man 
and assist him in his struggle against 
tremendous odds. As the Lord lays 
him upon your heart, will you send 
your contribution to the American 
Mission to Greeks, Inc., Rev. Spiros 
Zodhiates, General Secretary, Dept. 
C, P.O. Box 423, New York 36, 
N Y. (In Canada: 90 Duplex Ave., 
Toronto 7, Ont.) 
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Rev. FRANKLIN F. EL is 


The True Priesthood 


by the Rev. FRANKLIN F. ELLIs 


VERY HOUR five thousand more 
souls need Christ! 


It is estimated that the world’s 
birth rate is greater by five thou- 
sand more births an hour than 
the death rate (World Balance 
Sheet, by Robert R. Doane). 
There is a net gain of 137,000 
more people each day, or fifty 
million in a year’s time. Each one 
is a soul to be won to Christ— 
and to be won by one of God’s 
true priests. 

Down through the ages it has 
been considered a great honor to 
be a priest. In many heathen 
countries each family hopes that 
one of their sons will be a priest. 
The Roman Catholic Church has 
gathered great power into the 
hands of the priests. 

Yet, truly, according to the 
Bible, everyone who believes in 
Christ as his Saviour is a priest. 
The believing farmer driving the 
combine, the believing stenog- 
rapher using a typewriter, the 
believing mother washing dishes 
—all are priests. God’s Word 
says, “Ye also, as lively stones, 
are built up a spiritual house, an 
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holy priesthood, to offer up 
spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to 
God by Jesus Christ.” (I Peter 
2:5) 

The ministry of the priest in 
Old Testament times was to offer 
sacrifices. Daily he offered sacri- 
fices at the brazen altar in the 
courtyard of the tabernacle in the 
wilderness. He took the blood of 
the lamb and sprinkled it upon 
the altar. (Lev. 17:6) But this 
ritual is no longer practiced. 
These days the priest does not 
sprinkle the blood of the lamb 
on the altar. “But now once in 
the end of the world hath he 
appeared to put away sin by the 
sacrifice of himself.” (Hebrews 
9:26) The Lord Jesus is our 
sacrifice for sin. For anyone 
who receives Him as Saviour, the 
sin question is settled. Then we, 
as spiritual priests, have spiritual 
sacrifices to offer. 


THE SACRIFICE OF 
LIFE 
One sacrifice which all Chris- 


tians can reasonably offer is the 
sacrifice of their bodies. Scrip- 


ture states that this sacrifice is 
one all should make: “I beseech 
you therefore, brethren, by the 
mercies of God, that ye present 
your bodies a living sacrifice, 
holy, acceptable unto God, which 
is your reasonable service.” (Ro- 
mans 12:1) 


Our bodies are the seat of our 
emotions, and if we make our 
bodies a sacrifice unto God, we 
will be careful what we permit 
to stir us. What programs do we 
watch on TV? What books do 
we read? Where does our glance 
linger? 

Our bodies are also the seat of 
our appetites. The believer who 
offers his body as a living sacri- 
fice will keep a check on his de- 
sires. Appetites are in themselves 
natural. It is natural to be hungry 
for food, to crave liquid, to de- 
sire the love of another. It is 
the excess of desire that is wrong. 
The Romans used to eat, then 
vomit so they could eat more. We 
as Christians do not eat to ex- 
cess, the liquid we drink is non- 
intoxicating, and we permit our- 
selves to crave only the love of a 
fitting mate. Appetite does not 
rule us. We rule it. 

Our bodies are the instruments 
with which we do things. The 
choice of what we do is within 
the free-will choice of each of us. 
We can spend our days working 
only for temporal benefit, or we 
can spend our time doing those 
things which count for eternity. 
Serving the Lord, telling others 
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of Him, making it easier for 
others to believe in Him, all this 
is part of being a living sacrifice. 


THE SACRIFICE OF 
PRAISE 


A sacrifice offered less often by 
Christians is the “sacrifice of 
praise.” (Hebrews 13:15) Most 
of us have a sufficiently grateful 
heart to praise God when a sick 
loved one recovers, when we re- 
ceive a raise, or even when the 
repairs on the car cost less than 
expected. That is natural grati- 
tude. 

The sacrifice of praise must 
therefore exceed normal grati- 
tude and be given when life is 
not pleasing to us. It is praise 
when finances are low, when 
hopes are unfulfilled, when 
friends disappoint us. 

Most of us. have giant-sized 
dreams. But the day comes when 
we find the place which the Lord 
has for us and often itis a very 
prosaic place. Maybe it is being a 
business man with the opportuni- 
ty of giving out only an occasion- 
al tract, or a housewife, able to 
say only an occasional. word of 
testimony. There is nothing 
special about your place in life. 
The pot at the end of the rainbow 
was brass, not even gold-plated. 
Yet you praise God because this 
is the place of His appointment. 
Because He wants you there, you 
give the sacrifice of praise. 

Or perhaps you give your sac- 
rifice of praise when a physical 
ailment neither improves nor is 
cured. You face the years feeling 
below par. You thank God for the 
very limitations He, in His divine 
wisdom, has set upon your body. 
Take, for instance, the case of 
Chris Losby. He has been ill since 
he was nineteen and most of those 
years he has been flat on his back. 
Yet he runs a Bible Book Store 
in Minot, North Dakota, never 
complains, and devotes a large 
portion of his time to winning 
others to Christ. 


THE SACRIFICE OF 
DISCIPLESHIP 


Another sacrifice which many 
Christians may make is the sacri- 
fice of discipleship. ““And every 
one that hath forsaken houses, 
or brethren, or sisters, or father, 
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or mother, or wife, or children, 
or lands, for my name’s sake, 
shall receive an hundredfold and 
shall inherit everlasting life.” 
(Matthew 19:29) 

It is not easy for missionaries 
to leave their homes, parents and 
friends to go to a land where the 
language is strange and often 
the people are unfriendly. Some- 
times even the children are for- 
bidden to talk to them! It is a 
lonely life. 

Yet many here in the homeland 
make equivalent sacrifices. The 
average income of the American 
family is $3,700 a year, while 
the best ministerial average is 
$3,313. A young woman, too, 
makes a sacrifice when she de- 
cides to work for Christian or- 
ganizations or churches. She 
automatically sets limit on her 
earning power. Or a layman de- 
cides he can’t take a higher pay- 
ing job because if he did he would 
be expected to take a “social” 
drink or indulge in questionable 
practices. 

The sacrifice of discipleship is 
not éasy to make in materialistic 
America but God calls upon:many 
of His very own to make it. 


THE SACRIFICE OF 
DEATH 


The Apostle Paul made an even 
more complete sacrifice. He found 
that death was an act of worship. 
He-wrote Timothy, his son in the 
spirit, “For I am already being 
offered.’’ (II Timothy 4:6, 
A.S.R.) Paul, in. prison in Rome, 
was so close to death that in his 
heart he had already experienced 
it. He found that he not only had 
an eagerness to be with Christ 
but that in the acceptance of -the 
process of death,. he could offer 


the sublime worship 
sacrifice of death. 

Other Christians have come to 
the place where they can make 
this same sacrifice. Death is an 
enemy, always an unpleasant one. 
We instinctively shrink from fac- 
ing it. Yet there are those who 
have faced it cheerfully, bravely. 
There is the well-known story 
of the four chaplains who were 
on a sinking battleship during 
World War II. All four gave their 
life preservers to other* men who 
were not prepared for the sacri- 
fice of death. 

There are those whose stories 
are not so well known who face 
death with a Christian spirit. One 
woman, who knew she was dying 
of cancer, carefully wrote cards 
to all her friends to be mailed the 
day after she died. On them she 
expressed her faith that she was 
with the Saviour and asked that 
no one mourn. 

Most. of us are privileged to 
make this sacrifice of death when 
our loved ones go to be with the 
Lord. Certainly we will grieve 
though we know they are safe 
with Him, but we will not wail 
as do those who have no hope. 
(Cf. I Thess. 4:13) 

Believers of this modern age 
do not wear the priestly robes 
that Aaron and his sons did, but 
we can all perform our duties as 
priest, making a daily sacrifice. 
We can give the Lord our bodies 
and use them only in doing such 
things as would glorify Him. We 
can offer the sacrifice of praise 
knowing that whatever happens, 
whether good or bad; mediocre or 
frustrating, our lives are within 
the scope of His plan, and we 
accept the circumstances as from 
Him. And we face death with 
triumph. END 


of the 
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In the Seat of the Scornful 


In Mexico the Roman Catholic 
Church is blaming the country’s 
Constitution, which bars any re- 
ligious doctrine from education 
by the government, for the grow- 
ing problem of juvenile de- 
linquency. 


Militant Ex-Minister 


Dale Francis, ex-Methodist 
minister and weekly columnist 
for Our Sunday Visitor, is 
founder and editor of the new 
Lone Star Catholic, weekly dioce- 
san newspaper in Texas. Francis, 
who has followed the Sunday Visi- 
tor’s anti-Protestant line, plans 
to have one-year subscriptions to 
his magazine sent to 12,000 Prot- 
estant ministers. 


Rewards of "Virtue" 


John Kennedy, missionary in 
Sao Paulo, Brazil, records the 
following incident: 


“We had a good attendance at 
our Sunday school, then all of a 
sudden the numbers dropped off. 
We saw some of the children 
sometime afterwards and dis- 
covered the reason for this. The 
cinema close by the large Roman 
Catholic Church in the district of 
Brooklin is owned by the priests. 
Children who attend mass on 
Sunday morning are granted a 
free pass to the matinee which is 
held every Sunday afternoon.” 
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EYES OF THE WORLD 


Cause for Concern 


A Roman Catholic newspaper 
reports that in Britain seventy 
percent of all nurses are Catholic. 
Of these, fifty percent are Irish. 
In all, Catholic nurses number 
25,000. Bishop Edward Ellis of 
Nottingham, England, address- 
ing a diocesan rally, enjoined 
these nurses to make it clear that 
they cannot assist at certain oper- 
ations. 


Within the Shadow 
of the Vatican 


In 1956, according to Time 
magazine, 475 Roman Catholics 
were converted to Protestantism 
in Rome alone. This may not seem 
like many, but as the Vatican 
points out with considerable 
alarm, it is approximately eleven 
times the number of Italian Prot- 
estants in that city who became 
Roman Catholic converts during 
the same period. 

In another triumph over Vati- 
can domination, Protestant mi- 
norities recently won a victory 
when the Constitutional High 
Court, Italy’s supreme tribunal, 
ruled that public religious gather- 
ings may be held without previ- 
ous notice to the police. Prior to 
this, Protestants were required 
to notify the police three days in 
advance of any religious assem- 
bly outside a recognized house of 
worship and in “a place accessible 
to the public.” 
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Persecution in the 
Dominican Republic 


Four Milwaukee congregations 
of Jehovah’s Witnesses registered 
protests against the expulsion of 
missionaries by the Dominican 
Republic and asked the govern- 
ment there to lift its ban on the 
religious activity of the move- 
ment. 

Missionaries Mr. and Mrs. 
Raymond Johnson of Rockford, 
Illinois, charged that the Roman 
Catholic Church had used dicta- 
tor Rafael Trujillo’s government 
to have them deported. They said 
that about seventy of the 671 
Jehovah’s Witnesses in the coun- 
try had been imprisoned and that 
some had been beaten brutally. 
Most of them were without jobs. 


Jesuits Win TV Channel 


Television Channel 4 at New 
Orleans was finally awarded to 
Loyola University, a Jesuit insti- 
tution, by the Federal Communi- 
cations Commission. Both unsuc- 
cessful applicants, James A Noe 
& Co. and The Times-Picayune 
Publishing Co.: have appealed, 
raising a pertinent church-state 
issue. The Noe appeal points out 
that according to the Jesuit sta- 
tion’s charter all seven directors 
must be members of the Society 
of Jesus. 

Since the Society of Jesus is 
both foreign and authoritarian 
in its rule, attorneys for Noe 
argue that all seven directors are 
under the actual control of a Bel- 
gian, the Superior-General of the 
Jesuits, whose headquarters are 
in Rome. They point out that the 
total membership of the Society 
of Jesus is approximately 32,000 
and that only about 7,500 Jesuits 
reside in the United States. 
Therefore the Society is predomi- 
nantly an alien organization. 


One Man's Meat Is 
Another Man's Fish 


Butchers in Germany belong to 
a favored minority, it would seem. 
The Holy See has granted spe- 
cial permission for the German 
hierarchy to exempt butchers 
from the Friday law of absti- 
nence, except during Lent. This 
discriminatory action, while a 
boon to the fish, may prove a 
boomerang to the church! 
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Argentina Takes a Forward Step 


Argentina’s President Aram- 
buru, according to a report, has 
abolished the decree of the Peron 
regime which forbade the estab- 
lishment of non-Catholic churches 
in security zones along the bor- 
ders of neighboring countries. 


Rome's “Open Door” Policy 


The Department of Immigration 
of the National Catholic Welfare 
Conference has noted a “hearten- 
ing disposition” among members 
of Congress to correct many “de- 
ficiencies” in the present immi- 
gration legislation. Roman Catho- 
lic officials are openly hopeful 
that immigration quotas may be 


. shifted to Southern and Eastern 


European countries, thus favor- 
ing Catholic countries. 


Diving for Money 


It seems that the Roman Cath- 
olic hierarchy will do just about 
anything to raise money. A news- 
paper picture recently accompa- 
nied an item about a French 
priest, Abbe Simon, 57, who has 
been diving into a river from a 
“dizzy height” for ten years in 
order to acquire funds for the re- 
building of churches and the con- 
struction of workers’ hostels. 
Although he has reportedly raised 
more than $40,000 since 1947, it 
is somewhat strange that a man 
who claims to represent Christ to 
the people should have to perform 
such a feat to induce them to con- 
tribute funds for charity. 


Marriage in Spain 


By virtue of a recent decree, 
signed by Caudillo Francisco 
Franco, citizens who can clearly 
prove they are not members of 
the Roman Catholic Church will 
be able to get married by means 
of a civil ceremony. This means 
that while Protestants still can- 
not be married by their own 
pastor, they need not go to a 
Catholic priest of the _ state 
church, as in the past, but may 
go to a judge for a civil cere- 
mony. Roman Catholics them- 
selves are not allowed this civil 
“privilege” but must have their 
marriage ceremony performed 
before a priest of their own 
church. 
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Moon-Bound Mortals 
to Get Patron Saint 


With the prospect of space 
travel just around the corner, 
Roman Catholic authorities are 
scurrying around in an effort to 
find a suitable patron saint for 
Catholics who choose to shuffle 
off this mortal coil the modern 
way. So far, the most likely candi- 
date seems to be St. Joseph of 
Copertino, a seventeenth century 
Italian Franciscan friar, who, 
tradition has it, floated in the air 
during religious ecstasies. For 
some reason, not easily discern- 
ible, St. Joseph is also patron 
saint of students. 


Challenge to Protestants 


Luke E. Hart of St. Louis, 
supreme knight of the Knights of 
Columbus, termed its Catholic ad- 
vertising program “wonderfully 
successful. We have received at 
our Religious Information Bureau 
more than 2,650,000 inquiries 
about our faith, and as a result 
of our advertising program more 
than 260,000 have enrolled in our 
free course of religious instruc- 
tion by mail.” 


Crashing St. Peter's Gate 


In a ceremony at St. Joseph 
Convent Chapel, Stevens Point, 
Wisconsin, where seventeen 
young women were recently vest- 
ed with the garb of the Order of 
the Sisters of St. Joseph, Priest 
Sergius Wroblewski gave them 
this startling advice: “Don’t take 
back the gift you have made of 
yourself. Not only will you save 
your own soul, but you will help 
your parents to sneak into heav- 
en on the same ticket.” 


Plea for Religious Freedom 


The National Association of 
Evangelicals has asked the gov- 
ernments of United States and 
Canada to withhold official recog- 
nition of the new government in 
Colombia until it agrees to pro- 
tect the religious and other 
freedoms of Protestants living in 
that country. This was the sub- 
stance of letters written to Secre- 
tary of State John Foster Dulles 
and to Norman A. Robertson, 
Canadian Ambassador to the 
United States. 





Gamble to Give 


Peter J. Byrnes, a Catholic 
layman and businessman, claims 
that “there is only one Catholic 
in every ten thousand who can- 
not afford to double whatever he 
is now giving to his parish 
church.” He posted a $100 bet 
with the editor that one hundred 
readers could not show that they 
could not increase their giving to 
this extent without serious in- 
convenience. 


U. S. Position on Vatican 


The State Department recently 
briefed reporters on the position 
of the United States with respect 
to Vatican City State. The de- 
partment’s press officer, Lincoln 
White, stated: 

“There are two, what you might 
call ‘entities’-—one, Vatican City, 
and the other, the Roman Catho- 
lic Church. 

“Vatican City is a sovereign 
and independent state: we recog- 
nize that fact but do not main- 
tain diplomatic relations with 


-Vatican City. 


“His Holiness the Pope is Chief 
of State of Vatican City. His 
Holiness is also head of the Ro- 
man Catholic Church. The Roman 
Catholic Church is a religious 
organization and does not repre- 
sent the state of Vatican City.” 


Self-Appointed Censors 


“Morally, the church can and 
does exercise what is called cen- 
sorship. This right is hers from 
her office as teacher of morals 
and guardian of divine truth.” 

This quotation, which forms 
part of a 2400-word statement 
released by the administrative 
board of the National Catholic 
Welfare Conference, was pre- 
pared by the Roman Catholic 
bishops of the United States at 
their annual meeting in Wash- 
ington. 

They further said, “Most com- 
monly in civil affairs the particu- 
lar freedom that is involved in 
discussion of the subject is of the 
freedom of the press, not only in 
newspapers and other publica- 
tions, but also such dramatic ex- 
pression as is represented in the 
theatre, motion pictures, radio 
and television.” 
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SAVED FROM THE 
Good Shepherd Prison 


by MARCELINA M. LALLANA 


This story of escape from bondage both physical and spiritual reached 
us from the Philippine Islands in the far Pacific. There where 

Roman Catholicism is strong a young girl and a young priest fell in 
love and, in their efforts to find a respectable solution to their 

human problem, became hopelessly entangled in the web of Roman 


Catholic oppression and hypocrisy. 


Eventually they were reached by the message of the gospel, which 
restored to them the faith and courage which had been all 

but shattered by their experiences within the Roman communion. 
The testimony of Jose Lallana appeared in the March 1956 issue 
of the CONVERTED CATHOLIC magazine. The testimony 

which follows was written by his wife shortly before her untimely 
death in June of last year. Minutes before she passed 

away she said clearly, “I love the Lord, and I would like to go 
around proclaiming God’s love for man.” 


WAS ONCE A DEVOUT CATHOLIC 

as I came from a Catholic 
family. I studied in Catholic 
schools and for some months was 
an intern in a college dormitory 
under the direction of the Augus- 
tinian Sisters. Undoubtedly, 
Catholic teachings and practices 
were deeply rooted in me, so that 
I should not be blamed when I 
say that I dreaded the Protestants 
very much. 
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During my high school days, 
I had many _ extracurricular 
activities. I was associate editor 
of our school organ, secretary of 
the Student Council, commandant 
of the Girl’s Military Corps, and 
president of the Legion of Mary. 

My work with the Legion of 
Mary kept me very busy. As 
members of this organization we 
had to catechize children and 
prepare them for their first 
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Holy Communion, revalidate mar- 
riages, visit the sick, keep chil- 
dren from vice, teach people 
about the sacraments and the 
laws of God and of the Catholic 
Church, destroy indecent pic- 
tures, recruit more members, and 
remind people of their Sunday 
obligations. 

Catechetical instruction was 
usually conducted in the houses 
or yards of the barrio lieutenants. 
We sometimes could get as many 
as five hundred children cate- 
chized a week, although they were 
not all of age to receive their 
first Holy Communion. I felt dis- 
couraged and disappointed with 
my work when I found out that 
our parish priest tried to cheat 
the children whom we were cate- 
chizing. We used to distribute at- 
tendance cards to the children 
every time they attended cate- 
chism classes in order to encour- 
age them to come. A condition was 
made that there would be a fair 
which all the children would at- 
tend and where prizes would be 
given according to the number of 
attendance cards they had. Un- 
fortunately, the time for the fair 
never came! 

My experience became cold and 
my spirit was becoming low when 
I came to know more about our 
parish priest. During vacation I 
worked in the school library, fix- 
ing the books and putting them 
in order. At the opening of the 
school year I also acted as 
registrar. (The school is the 
property of the parish priest.) 


THE GAMBLING PRIEST 


I worked in the rectory for 
less than three months. It was 
such a short time, yet it was too 
long to forget about, because I 
saw with my two eyes that our 
parish priest was really a profes- 
sional gambler. One early morn- 
ing as I was going to work, I 
met a lady who used to attend 
mass every day. She asked me 
why there was no mass that 
morning. I answered that I too 
was surprised since I had not 
heard the church bells announcing 
mass. 


When I got to the rectory, I 
heard some noise coming from 
one of the classrooms. I peeped 
through the keyhole, and there 


CONVERTED CATHOLIC MAGAZINE 





one RO EOE LLL LIL 2 





was the parish priest without his 
cassock, playing mahjong with 
three other laymen. I saw the 
candles still stuck on _ bottles 
which they used during the night 
in gambling. At around ten 
o’clock in the morning, the group 
adjourned, and the priest went 
immediately to his room and 
slept the whole day. Luckily, there 
was no burial or baptism that 
day, so the priest could have a 
long, sound rest after a night of 
unbecoming revelry. Later I 
learned that the priest lost three 
hundred pesos that night. 

No wonder he was moody and 
cranky during the days following 
his loss. On one of those days, 
there was a poor old woman who 
came to offer him a mass stipend. 
Since she was still ignorant about 
the amount charged for the offer- 
ing of a mass, she tried to bar- 
gain with the parish priest. The 
priest simply shouted at her and 
told her that a mass is not some- 
thing she buys from the market 
so that she could bargain. The 
woman remained silent and gave 
her five pesos for one mass. 

It is really a pity that people, 
especially the poor, exert such 
effort, sometimes even to the ex- 
tent of endangering their health, 
in order to earn a centavo so that 
they may have something to pay 
for a mass. And then the priest 
spends that money uselessly and 
foolishly ... 


A GIRL, A PRIEST, AND LOVE 


As a result of all these experi- 
ences and observations, I became 
disgusted, discouraged and dis- 
contented. I began to have doubts 
about my religion. I thought 
priests were real holy beings, but 
I found out that they were worse 
sinners than I was. I asked my- 
self, “How can these be leaders 
of Christ when they lead lives 
against Christ? How can they 
teach holiness when they them- 
selves are not holy?” I kept 
pondering all these questions 
when a young priest was assigned 
to our place to help the parish 
priest. It was not long after that 
we had an understanding. After 
two years of engagement, we 
decided to get married. Because 
he was a priest, it was much 
against the will of our parents 
that we get married. But because 
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we loved each other, and it was 
quite impossible for us to be to- 
gether, we used every means to 
make our dream materialize. 

It was April 8, 1952. With the 
pretext that I was going to col- 
lege, I ran away from home. I 
went to Baguio to follow my hus- 
band, who had gone there two 
days ahead as we had agreed pre- 
viously. Because my parents 
thought that I was going to col- 
lege, they did not object to my 
bringing along all of my things. 

My husband met me in Baguio. 
From there we proceeded to a 
town twenty-two kilometers away 
from the city. There we rented 
a room in an Igorot house. In the 
meantime we built our own house, 
to which we transferred after 
three weeks. About a month later 
I decided to pursue my studies. 
When I told my husband what 
was on my mind he was really 
surprised. At first he refused to 
consider it, but I tried to convince 


-him that since he was jobless I 


should study so that I could earn 
some day. 


He finally agreed to my propo- 
sal, and so we_ voluntarily 
separated from each other. My 
husband sent a telegram to his 
father, and his father came im- 
mediately with another priest. We 
then told the priest and his father 
about our agreement. The priest 
was willing to help us. I was 
to be placed under the care of 
the Belgian Missionary Sisters, 
and my husband was to go back 
to his former ministry. 

It was June 14, 1953, when we 
parted from each other. A Bel- 
gian Sister brought me to Manila 
and presented me to the superior 
of the society, who is designated 
Provincial Sister. She asked me 
about my problem. I told her my 
story and stated that I wanted 
to study. 


LIFE AT LA CONSOLACION 
COLLEGE 


I was rather late for enroll- 
ment, and all the college dormi- 
tories were filled up. However, 
the Provincial Sister was able to 
find one college, La Consolacion 
College, which was willing to give 
me a room in its dormitory. I 
was sent there to stay as a re- 
stricted intern and to study. I did 


not know then that I had already 
conceived. I was doing well in 
my studies and I was already 
beginning to write articles for 
our college paper. My only prob- 
lem was that all communications 
between my husband and myself 
were cut off. All my letters 
were censored and I could no 
longer hear from him. 

I began to worry after less 
than two months in college be- 
cause I felt that I was gaining 
weight every day. My father-in- 
law came to visit me once, but 
I told him that I was not preg- 
nant. I tried to slip out some 
letters to my husband. I used to 
escape early in the morning while 
the mass was going on, to mail 
my letter in a nearby mailbox. 

Luckily, my husband received 
all my letters, but I never re- 
ceived any from him. I was 
mentally tortured and so I began 
to think of escaping. During those 
days the Sisters were looking at 
me from head to foot. One day the 
Mother Superior called me and 
warned me, doubtless because she 
suspected something. I believed 
they were receiving my letters 
from my husband. 

Finally I received a telegram 
from my husband. It was given 
to me by a porter at the gate. 
Thinking that the Mother Supe- 
rior could let me go, I showed 
her the telegram. She went to the 
porter and scolded her because 
I was not allowed to receive any 
letter or telegram. In the tele- 
gram, my husband posed as an 
uncle who was coming to take 
me away because my sister was 
seriously sick. The Mother Supe- 
rior tried to hide from me, but 
I searched for her and told her 
I was going home. I was not 
given the least chance to go home. 
She said I could not go home with- 
out permission from the Mother 
Provincial of the Belgian Sisters, 
who at that time was in Cebu 
City. 

I then planned to escape. The 
night before the day my husband 
was to come, I wrote a letter 
about my escape and inserted: it 
in my religion book. I planned 
to escape at 3:00 p.m. of August 
10, the day my husband would 
arrive in Manila. I still attended 
my classes that day. My feelings 
were checkered with fear, anxiety 
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and joy. 

Now came the time. It was 
3:00 p.m., and I was in religion 
class. I was about to go out from 
the classroom for my escape when 
the Mother Dean came and told 
me that I should go to see my 
Father Confessor. I consented be- 
cause I thought they would let 
me go home. I left the room and 
—lI forgot the letter I wrote about 
my escape. 

Two sisters let me ride in the 
college bus. I begged to go and 
get the book I forgot, but they 
would not let me go. I was sitting 
between two Sisters, and I did 
not know where we were going. 
I asked the driver where we were 
going but he said that he, too, 
did not know. Since I did not 
know directions in Manila, I re- 
mained silent in the bus. 

Meanwhile, my husband was 
waiting at the college. I came to 
learn later, after my meeting 
with him, that the time the Sis- 
ters took me out was the time 
he entered the visitors’ room of 
the college to wait for me. My 
husband saw me no more because 
the Sisters hid me behind the 
prison walls of a convent. 

After we had driven a long 
time, we came to a place that 
looked like a convent. I then asked 
one of the Sisters who accom- 
panied me what place that was. 
She answered, “It is the Good 
Shepherd Convent.” I shouted and 
tried to run away, because I 
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remembered that my husband 
told me never to allow the Sisters 
to take me to such a place. One 
sister then took hold of my hands, 
and since she was a tall and big 
Irish woman, I could no longer 
move. The two sisters who con- 
ducted me to this place went back 
to the college I came from, and 
I was left in that dreadful place. 


LIFE AT THE GOOD 
SHEPHERD CONVENT 


The good Shepherd Convent is 
more or less a prison. It is located 
in a secluded place and has high 
fences. It was quite impossible 
for me to escape from such a 
place when there were guards 
everywhere. I was given some- 
thing to eat but I could no longer 
eat. I could not sleep. It was a 
real martyrdom for me! 

This was a place’ where 
orphans, problem children, and 
disgraced women were kept. 
Among the inmates I witnessed 
stealing, quarreling, and dirty 
talk. Every day the Sisters tried 
to make me happy but I remained 
passive to them. There was one 
time when I told one Sister that 
I found no reason why I should 
be kept in such a place. “I com- 
mitted no crime,” I told her. The 
Sister tried to threaten me, say- 
ing that they might send me to 
Welfairville, a reformatory for 
children; but I answered that I 
was not a child to be threatened. 
“I know my rights, Sister,” I 
rebutted. 

It was not very long before the 
Mother Provincial came to visit 
me. According to her, she just 
came from Cebu City. She said 
she received a telegram about me 
from the college I came from. I 
was surprised when she told me 
she was given all the confiscated 
letters of my husband. I still tried 
to tell a lie about my being preg- 
nant. However, I could no longer 
tell a lie when a physician ex- 
amined me. Since there was no 
other thing for me to do, I was 
forced to submit to the Good 
Shepherd Convent. 

I was requested to fill out a 
form wherein I had to certify 
that I was willing to stay and 
that I was ready to meet every 
and all conditions they would 
give. Actually, I was forced to 
sign this paper. But before I 


signed, I begged the Sisters to 
allow me take my child when I 
went home, but they told me that 
there was no one who delivered 
there who was allowed to take 
her child. 

Oh, I cried bitterly to hear 
this; it meant death for me. I did 
not cease to pray to God to com- 
fort me and to show me the right 
way. Day and night, the Sisters 
could see me crying and so un- 
happy. 

One day a Sister told me to 
get ready with my things be- 
cause they were going to transfer 
me to another building. With 
tears in my eyes, I again packed 
up my things, and at dusk they 
took me to a house across the 
street. When I reached that 
place, I was surprised to see seven 
pregnant women in the house. 
The building is far from the road 
so that one could hardly see a 
person by the gate. The place was 
fenced with high barbed wire in 
which thorny vines were inter- 
woven. This was another place of 
torment for me. I afterwards 
learned that these women were 
hiding because they had no hus- 
bands. I told myself, “I am not 
hiding for I know my husband 
loves me; but these cruel beings 
have separated me from him.” 


HOPE OF ESCAPE 


One early morning one of my 
companions in the house saw me 
in tears. She asked me why I 
was crying. As I told her my 
story, she was so touched that 
she tried to help me. She told 
me there was a brother of one 
of the gardeners who lived in the 
other house, and he went out 
every morning to work. She ad- 
vised me to request the gardener 
to mail my letter to my husband. 
However, this girl warned me to 
keep it very secret, otherwise I 
would be caught. That same 
morning, I wrote a letter. I was 
not so sure of my husband’s 
address then, but I trusted that 
God would direct my letter. The 
brother of the gardener was very 
kind and he was willing to help 
me. I had only fifteen centavos 
and after spending five centavos 
for a stamp, I had only ten left. 
Even if I could escape, I would 
not have enough for my fare. 
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Not long afterwards, I received 
a letter from my husband through 
the kindness of the gardener’s 
brother. My husband instructed 
me to escape if possible, and he 
inserted ten pesos in his letter. 
I thought I could escape because 
we were allowed to hear mass in 
a nearby chapel outside our 
campus, though a guard still fol- 
lowed us. So I wrote my husband 
that I might be able to escape. 
But that very day, Monday, when 
I wrote my husband, the Mother 
Superior came and announced 
that we could no longer go out 
to hear mass because mass would 
be said in the house where we 
were. 

A quick remedy, though, came 
to my mind. I immediately sent 
a telegram to my husband in- 
structing him to come on Friday, 
because we were no longer allow- 
ed to go out. My husband receiv- 
ed the telegram and without hesi- 
tation he got ready to go to 
Manila. On Thursday afternoon, 
I caught a glimpse of him by the 
gate. I knew he had come to see 
the place to be sure about it the 
following morning when he was 
to take me away. I could no long- 
er sleep that night. I was just 
thinking how I could escape. The 
gates and the doors were locked; 
the fence was high and was cover- 
ed with thorny vines. 

I got up early Friday morning. 
Our guard went to hear mass in 
the church across the street. At 
around 5:30 a.m. I pretended. to 
go to the bathroom downstairs. 
Everyone was sleeping upstairs. 
My companions were surprised 
that I got up so early. I told them 
I had stomach trouble. At six we 
used to have our morning pray- 
ers, but this time I told my com- 
panions to go ahead with the 
prayers, as I would be following 
later. When they had gone half- 
way through their prayers, I went 
outside under a pretext. After 
looking around to see if there was 
anybody watching,, I decided all 
was safe and went straight to 
the gate. 

There I saw my husband with 
his cousin making me a sign to 
walk faster. I reached the gate. 
It was locked. I wanted to climb 
over the fence. It was too high. 
My husband advised me to take 
my time. He grabbed one line of 
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the barbed wire fence, allowing 
a little opening where I could 
pass through. The thorny vine 
was a great disturbance but I 
pushed through anyway. I finally 
made a successful escape although 
my legs were bleeding. I wore 
an old loose uniform, a faded 
blouse, and a pair of slippers, and 
surely I looked lost. 

Not long after, a passenger bus 
came along and we got in and 
rode away a certain distance. 
Then we stopped and took a taxi, 
which drove us to the house of 
my husband’s aunt in Manila. We 
never were reconciled with my 
parents until my mother died in 
April 1954. 


LIGHT AT LAST 


It was March 1955 when an 
evangelist came to visit our place 
for a revival. Neither my husband 
nor I went to his revival meet- 
ings, but one night my brother, 
who went to the meetings regu- 
larly, told the preacher that he 
had a brother-in-law who was a 
former Roman Catholic priest. 
The preacher then expressed his 
desire to visit us some day. One 
evening he came to our place, 
and we learned to know him as 
the Rev. John Pattee. He began 
to visit us frequently, and in our 
conversations we had God as our 
main topic. Meanwhile, the Holy 
Spirit was working in our hearts. 

The first time I entered a 
Protestant chapel was whey I 
went to attend an evening service. 
I surely felt funny. As I entered 
the chapel, I looked around in vain 
for a vessel of holy water. I made 
the sign of the cross unconscious- 
ly and felt my head to see if I had 


my veil on. The place seemed 
strange to me at first, for I saw 
no statues on the altar and heard 
no priest mumbling a foreign 
language. It was on this occasion 
that my husband and I were con- 
verted. Kneeling at the altar in 
repentance for our sins, we 
begged the Lord to forgive us. We 
accepted Him as our personal 
Saviour. I then experienced a 
strange joy and peace of heart. 
Now I am proud to say that I 
am a Protestant. 


Months prior to this institute, 
I had devoured copies of the CON- 
VERTED CATHOLIC magazine given 
by the evangelist to my husband. 
This magazine opened my eyes to 
the true gospel teaching and at 
the same time revealed to me the 
many errors and deceits of the 
Roman Church. I really could not 
believe the magazine at first, and 
even thought the articles were 
just written to misrepresent the 
Roman Church. But the more I 
read, the more I came to realize 
that I was following blindly the 
superstitious and even deceitful 
practices of the Roman Church. 
I thank the Lord for this maga- 
zine. May it be placed in the 
hands of many Catholics in these 
islands! 

Today we are enjoying very 
much ‘the fellowship of real 
Christians and are happy in body 
and spirit, for which we are 
sincerely grateful to God, to our 
beloved missionaries, and _ to 
Christ’s Mission, which has ex- 
tended a charitable hand to us 
to give us consolation and en- 
couragement as we have faced 
Roman Catholic persecution. 


JEWS WHO SUFFER FOR CHRIST 





Fm. 
Rev. Jacob Peltz 


Many Jews who confess Christ as Messiah and Saviour frequently undergo 
the severest hardships and persecutions. One Hebrew Christian was ad- 
vised “not to be baptized,” and “don’t dare mention your faith to 
others!” In reply this courageous believer exclaimed: “Say nothing to 
anybody about my Lord? I would rather be dead! As long as I live I 
want to be a witness for Him.” 


It is such Hebrew Christians, new converts, missionaries, the unem- 
ployed, the maltreated, the bewildered and hungry whom we seek to 
shepherd and sustain. Please pray for us and send your gift to help our 
ministry amongst the poor and bereft, the young in our Children’s Home, 
and the aged Hebrew Christians. The need is very great. Please send your 
gift now. Address communications to: 


THE INTERNATIONAL HEBREW CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE 


REV. JACOB PELTZ, Ph.B., B.D., Secretary 


U.S.A. 
5630-C No. Campbell Ave. 
Chicago 45, Illinois 


Canada 
91-C Bellevue Ave. 
Toronto, Ontario 
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fo the Rev. Dick ff. Hall, Jr. 
Part Ill 


[The Rev. Hall continues with 
his answers to the questions raised 
by Archbishop O’ Hara of Georgia. | 


Other questions in the order 
of my original letter: 


|. and 2. Purgatory and Pray- 
ers for the Dead. 


The old Jewish law was, “Out 
of the mouth of two or three 
witnesses, let every word be 
established.” It is unsafe to base 
the doctrine of Purgatory on the 
single passage, “It is a holy and 
wholesome thought to pray for 
the dead that they may be loosed 
from their sins” (II Maccabees 
12:46). And, of course, we do not 
accept the Books of the Apoc- 
rypha as having the same value 
as the Books of our Canonical 
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New Testament. John, in his 
Revelation, makes no mention of 
an intermediate state of punish- 
ment or Purgatory for Christians 
who have not lived up to the 
code. We are told, “The Blood of 
Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth 
us from all sin” (I John 1:7). 
The writer of Hebrews says, 
“Wherefore he is able also to save 
them to the uttermost that come 
unto God by him seeing he ever 
liveth to make intercession for 
them” (7:25). 

Christ and the Holy Spirit are 
said to make intercession for us. 
Christ makes intercession for us 
at the right hand of God (Ro- 
mans 8:34), and the Holy Spirit 
“helpeth our infirmities” by mak- 
ing intercession for us “with 
groanings that cannot be uttered” 
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(Romans 8:26-27). (How could 
Mary’s_ intercession be more 
effective?) This intercession 
evidently is while we are on 
earth. If, when we cease to live 
here, some extra prayers by 
earthly people are necessary for 
the completion of our salvation, 
Christ is not able, therefore, com- 
pletely to save the Christian who 
is weak in his service and yet has 
exercised a saving faith. 

It is hard for us to understand 
the practice of the priests of the 
Roman Catholic Church in asking 
for stipends for offering masses 
for the souls of those supposed to 
be suffering in Purgatory. Is it 
not cruel to leave anyone in a 
place of even partial punishment, 
if, by prayers for the dead, they 
might be relieved? 


3. Papal Infallibility. 


We can never accept the doc- 
trine that a human being can be 
utterly without error, even in 
spiritual directives. As stated in 
the letter, after Jesus had com- 
mended his “Great Confession,” 
immediately Simon Peter had to 
be reprimanded for his lack 
of spiritual insight (Matthew 
16:23). He failed again at the 
time of Jesus’ trial. He hesitated 
to go to the Gentiles with the gos- 
pel and had to have a special 
revelation at Joppa (Acts 
10:9ff). Paul had to disagree 
with him at Antioch, and we be- 
lieve that Paul was proved to 
be right, else Gentile freedom 
in Christ is still in question. 

This is not to say that we do 
not believe that Simon Peter was 
one of the greatest Christians of 
all time. It is to say that he was 
still human after he had confess- 
ed Christ, and was subject te 
error, just as are all human 
beings. 


4. The Immaculate Conception. 


We find no Scripture that gave 
Mary any divine honors. She was 
one of the greatest women who 
ever lived, and the most highly 
honored of all her sex. 

How could Jesus have been 
“very man,” “in all points tempt- 


ed like as we are, yet without. 


sin” (Hebrews 4:15), if He were 
born to a sinless Mary and be- 
gotten of the Holy Spirit? She 
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even misunderstood her Son at 
the marriage in Cana (John 2). 
In Matthew 12:38-50 we have 
the record of Jesus being in a 
heated argument with the Scribes 
and Pharisees. His mother “and 
His brethren” interrupted the 
conversation, asking to see Him. 
It would seem that they were 
anxious to take Him home, away 
from all of this controversy. 
Jesus ignored them and said that 
“Whosoever shall do the will of 
my Father which is in heaven, 
the same is my brother, and sis- 
ter, and mother” (Matthew 
12:50). 


5. and 6. Prayers to Mary and 
The Assumption of Mary. 


We believe that the doctrine 
of prayers to Mary and the much 
later doctrine of the Assumption 
of Mary are traditions built on 
traditions and need to be adjusted 
to the Scriptures, which teach 
that “all have sinned and come 
short of the glory of God” (Ro- 
mans 3:23). Had Mary been the 
one sinless person in all of the 
history of the world, other than 
Jesus, surely Paul would have 
made an exception to this “all.” 
And if Mary had been sinless, 
why should she have suffered 
death, which is sin’s penalty? 
Your doctrine of her “Assump- 
tion” admits that she died. 

Nothing is said about Enoch’s 
being without original sin, and 
yet God received him without 
death. James (5:17) says, “Elias 
(Elijah) was a man subject to 
like passions as we are,” and yet 
he was received into heaven with- 
out having to die. Since we are 
told that “the wages of sin is 
death” (Romans 6:23), and “the 
soul that sinneth, it shall die” 
(Ezekiel 18:4, 20), could God be 
just in allowing Mary to die if 
she committed no sin and was 
free of original sin? 

May I assure you that we who 
do not accept the doctrine of the 
Immaculate Conception do have a 
great and abiding affection for 
the mother of our Lord. We can- 
not afford her divine honors, but 
we do believe that she was one of 
the greatest saints of all time. 
She took no place of leadership 
in the early Church, and we have 
no record of her asking for, or 
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being accorded, special recogni- 
tion by the early Church. John 
was twice rebuked (Revelation 
19:10 and Revelation 22:8) for 
seeking to worship an angel (a 
sinless being) in heaven during 
his wonderful vision. Twice he 
was told, “Worship God.” And 
John in his Revelation makes no 
mention of having seen Mary re- 
ceiving special honors in the 
heavenly realm. We dare not ac- 
cord divine worship to any other 
than to the Holy Trinity. 


The simple teaching of the 
Scriptures is that Mary had other 
children who were the brothers 
and sisters of Jesus. Four of his 
brothers are given by name, and 
at least two sisters are mention- 
ed (Matthew 13:55, 56; Mark 
6:3). Paul (Galatians 1:19) 
speaks of James, the Lord’s 
brother. Again, the traditions of 
the Roman Catholic Church need 
to be adjusted to the simple 
teachings of the Holy Scriptures. 


7. Statues. 


We believe that God’s specific 
prohibition of images (Exodus 
20:4), coupled with the fact that 
idolatry had a great part in 
bringing on the captivity and the 
exile of the children of Israel 
(which punishment seems to have 
forever taught the Jews not to 
erect any sort of image in their 
synagogues), give us precedent 
and warning against our having 
any images in our churches. 

The Golden Cherubim (Exodus 
25:18) were very special orna- 
ments to be placed on the ark of 
the covenant. This ark was to be 
kept in the “Holy of Holies” and 
was to be seen only by the high 
priest, and that once a year. The 
people did not bow down to these 
images because they never saw 
them. They were part of the sym- 
bol of God’s presence in the ark 
of the covenant, and were placed 
there by a special directive which 
could hardly be used as a general 
precedent for having images in 
churches. 

Was not God’s directive given 
because of the fact that many 
people would come to forget that 
these images were simply to be 
reminders of God, and might 
worship them, bowing down to 
them as they did and do, which 


was specifically prohibited? 

Of course, we have no au- 
thentic picture of Jesus or of 
Mary, We do not believe that such 
helps are necessary in worship- 
ing the living Christ who dwells 
in the heart of the believer. 


8. The Sale of Indulgences. 


I am very happy that you say, 
“The Catholic Church does not 
sell indulgences. Any abuse of 
the kind which may have existed 
in the past through the fault of 
individuals was a sin. Certainly 
there is no such abuse now 
tolerated in the Church today.” 

Somewhere I have read the 
statement, “The Catholic Church 
never changes.” Was not the sale 
of indulgences largely responsi- 
ble for Martin Luther’s turning 
from the Roman Catholic Church 
and beginning his reformation 
movement? Was not the sale of 
indulgences a part of the Roman 
Catholic Church’s program for a 
long time, vigorously sponsored 
by many Popes? If these Popes 
were in error, does not this play 
havoc with your doctrine of the 
infallibility of the Pope, since, as 
I understand it, the infallibility 
is a matter of the office rather 
than the individual? 

I am sure that Protestant peo- 
ple will be glad to have this as- 
surance that the sale of indul- 
gences is a sinful abuse and that 
it is no longer tolerated by the 
Roman Catholic Church. 


Church and State Relationships. 


In our doctrines of the relation- 
ship of Church and State, I am 
afraid that we are poles apart. 

The State is made up of in- 
dividuals, part of whom are 
Christians and part of whom are 
not Christians. We believe that 
Thomas Jefferson was right 
when he wrote in the Declaration 
of Independence that the in- 
dividual has the “inalienable 
right” to life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness. The only 
way to win these non-Christian 
fellow citizens to our Christ is to 
love them, respect them, and try 
by love to persuade them to in- 
vestigate for themselves. the 
truths of the Gospel. Jesus went 
no further in His demand than 
the plea, “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem 
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.. . how oft would I have gather- 
ed you...” 


We believe that the work of 
our God does not need to be sup- 
ported by money forcibly taken 
from those who do not believe in 
Him. Further, we believe that 
when Christians are brought face 
to face with the responsibility 
and the privilege of worthy 
stewardship, they will bring into 
the Lord’s treasury ample funds 
for the carrying on of the work 
of the Church. 

We cannot accept your state- 
ment, “The State is bound by the 
laws of God as truly as an in- 
dividual is.” The law of Christ, 
and therefore of God, is love. We 
cannot force people to love God 
any more than we can force them 
to love us. Love is generally be- 
gotten by love, and when people 
are coerced in matters of religion 
they may conform through fear, 
but this fear will not likely turn 
into love and the allegiance which 
can only stem from love. 

We are happy to read your 
statement, “We may thank God 
that in the United States we have 
reached a satisfactory solution” 
(in the matter of Church-State 
relations). This must bring us 
to the question of the effort of the 
Roman Catholic Church to have 
state contributions to your educa- 
tional program. Protestants in 
general, I believe, and certainly 
Baptists, believe that we are in 
great danger of changing our 
way of life in America if we 
breach our time-honored prin- 
ciple of separation of church and 
state. 


It will be very helpful if you 
will discuss just how far the Ro- 
man Catholic Church would like 
to go in receiving funds from the 
government and in_ gradually 
wielding more and more influence 
in matters of state. 

You say, “It is no part of my 
duty to explain or defend every- 
thing done by Catholics in every 
part of the world.” Since the Ro- 
man Catholic Church has one 
head and is a _ united body 
throughout the world, it natural- 
ly follows that every member of 
that church should be able to 
defend any action of the church 
in any part of the world. 


Every Baptist church is a 
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separate entity and is bound only 
by voluntary ties to other Baptist 
churches. However, if it can be 
shown that Baptists in any part 
of the world seek special privi- 
leges and preferences by the 
state, seek to coerce any one in 
matters of religion, demand more 
than the right to practice their 
religion according to the dictates 
of their consciences and to pro- 
claim the gospel of Christ in its 
simplicity, I would not hesitate to 
denounce them. Those who hold 
the Baptist position of soul liber- 
ty would be honor-bound to speak 
out against such practices. 


HE NEWSPAPERS in recent 

years have often had articles 
about the burning of Protestant 
churches and actual killings in 
Colombia. I do not believe that 
Roman Catholics in America con- 
done or approve such acts. I take 
it that they could only be con- 
tinued by the approval of the 
hierarchy, and I believe that free- 
dom-loving Roman Catholics in 
America have a duty to mankind 
to protest such actions by their 
fellow church ‘members in any 
part of the world. 


Your suggestion that my ques- 
tioning the treatment of minority 
religious groups in Spain and 
Italy is a parallel to criticisms of 
the racial situation in our South- 


land is not well taken. Many peo-: 


ple do not understand, as you and 
I being fellow Georgians do, that 
very friendly relationships exist 
between the races in the over- 
whelming majority of cases in 
the South. However, this matter 
is legal and social and is not a 
matter of churches seeking to 
dominate or to persecute. No 
religious body that I know of is 
seeking other than to bring 
harmony and fellowship in deal- 
ing with these deep-seated 
problems. 


You say, “As far as principles 
go, let me state that it is a law 
of the Catholic Church that no 
one may be coerced into accepting 
the Catholic Faith.” Yet one 
learns that in certain countries 
one may not be legally married 
by the church or the state if that 
one has accepted and then given 
up the Roman Catholic Church. 
Would this not be called coercion? 


Much documented evidence is 
available to prove that in certain 
countries the Roman Catholic 


Church uses every possible means - 


to keep people from attending 
the services of churches of other 
denominations. Is this not coer- 
cion? 

You say, “It is no part of the 
law of the Church that anyone 
should be taxed to support a reli- 
gion in which he does not 
believe.” Since not all of the citi- 
zens of any country are Chris- 
tians and therefore these do not 
believe in our religion, and many 
people in every country accept 
other than the Roman Catholic 
faith, is it not taxing these people 
to support a religion in which 
they do not believe when any 
religious body accepts tax money 
for the propagation of its doc- 
trines? 

We believe that the Church 
of Jesus Christ should be person- 
centered: that each individual is 
infinitely precious to God and 
claims the utmost regard, love, 
and effort of all Christians in 
seeking his salvation. Where does 
the Roman Catholic position 
place the individual? 

We will greatly appreciate it 
if you will discuss your position 
on the foregoing questions. 

* * * * 


Let me say again that I regret 
the long delay in my part of this 
correspondence. I appreciate your 
releasing the correspondence so 
far to the press. I shall release 
our correspondence to our press 
at once. 

It is a happy privilege to have 
this acquaintance with you, and 
I look forward to knowing you 
personally. I deeply appreciate 
your gracious words at the close 
of your letter. I pray God’s rich- 
est blessings upon you, and I pray 
that together we may make some 
contribution toward that glorious 
day when “The kingdoms of this 
world are become the kingdoms 
of our Lord and of His Christ; 
and He shall reign forever and 
ever” (Revelation 11:15). 


Dick H. HALL, JR. 


[This concludes the correspond- 
ence to date between the Arch- 
bishop and the Baptist minister. |] 
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The Fallacy 


(continued from page 13) 


works.’ And Augustine declares: 
‘“Whatsoever God hath promised, 
he hath promised to those that 
are unworthy, that it should not 
be promised as a reward for 
works, but as_ grace _ freely 
given.’”* 

Good works are rewarded as 
testimonies and proofs of our 
faith, faith in the saving power 
of Christ’s most precious blood 
shed on Calvary for the sins of 
mankind, for dur sins. Works are 
the fruit of faith, not the root 
thereof. Ambrose furnishes the 





Cause and Effect? 


(When the Chief Executive suf- 
fered his cerebral blood vessel spasm) 
Pius XII sent the President a tele- 
gram wishing him quick recovery 
and assuring him of his prayers. The 
President soon showed a speedy 
recovery. 


The Register, Dec. 8, 1957 








reason: “Faith hath life eternal, 
as a good foundation, and good 
works also, whereby a righteous 
man is proved in word and 
deed.”’* 

With reference to the laborers 
being worthy of their hire, Am- 
brose says that “in respect of 
others they are worthy, but in 
deed, in respect of the thing, they 
are all unworthy.”’ One who 
labors in the gospel is worthy of 
his wages before men, but it does 
not follow that it is so before God. 
In reality, we are not worthy, but 
only as it pleases God in Christ to 
consider us worthy. 

How must we understand Ro- 
mans 2:11: “For there is no re- 
spect of persons with God”? 
Robert Bellarmine, Jesuit doctor 
of the Roman Catholic Church, 
says that God gives every man 
according to his works.* God, in- 
deed, renders unto everyone ac- 
cording to his works, but not for, 
or because of, his works. Works 
are a lively testimony of faith; 
they are a rule and measure of 
reward, but not the cause. Men 
are known on earth by their 
works and judged in heaven by 
them, as a tree is discerned and 
known by its fruit. Gregory says 
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that “it shall be rendered to every 
man according to his works; but 
it is one thing to render according 
to works and another because of 
his works.’ 


. . -« BUT THE FRUIT 


Evangelical Christians admit 
the necessity of good works, for 
they are the principal means of 
showing forth God’s glory: “Let 
your light so shine before men, 
that they may see your good 
works, and glorify your Father 
which is in heaven.” (Matt. 5:16) 
Our faith is demonstrated, pro- 
claimed, and made known by good 
works, and that for the example 
of others: “Yea, a man may say, 
Thou hast faith, and I have 
works: show me thy faith with- 
out thy works, and I will show 
thee my faith by my works.” 
(James 2:18) However, we 
acknowledge no power, nor force, 
nor efficacy at all in these works 
to deserve and merit anything at 
the hands of God. 

We gladly confess that any 
merit comes only from Jesus our 
Lord, “according as his divine 
power hath given unto us all 
things that pertain unto life and 
godliness, through the knowledge 
of him that hath called us to 
glory and virtue: whereby are 
given unto us exceeding great and 
precious promises: that by these 
ye might be partakers of the 
divine nature, having escaped the 
corruption that is: in the world 
through lust. ’ 

“Wherefore ..., brethren, give 
diligence to make your calling and 
election sure: for if ye do these 
things, ye shall never fall: for 
so an entrance shall be ministered 
unto you abundantly into the 
everlasting kingdom of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ.” (II 
Pet. 1:3, 4, 10, 11) 


* Augustine, on Psalm 83, in Patr. 
Caill. (Paris, 1842), Tom. 117, sec. 16, 
p. 160. 

* Ambrose, Opera Omnia 
1538), Tom. 1, lib. 1, ¢. 3. 

* Augustine, Praefat, in Psalmum 
109, in Patrologia Caill. (Paris, 1842), 
Tom. 118, sec. 1, p. 282. 

* Ambrose, op. cit., Tom. 1, lib. 2, c. 
2, p. 43. 

* [bid., Tom. 5, in 2 Tim., c. 1, p. 405. 

* St. Robert Bellarmine, S.J., Opera 
(Ingolstadt, 1601), Tom. 4, lib. 5, “De 
Justificatione”, c. 3, p. 1257. 

* Gregorius, Opera (Rome, 1613), 
Tom. 2, in Psalmum 143, p. 1772. 


(Basle, 


A MATTER OF LIFE 
AND DEATH 


Here is a cry from the heart of a Hebrew 
Christian mother behind the Iron Curtain, 
pleading for help. This is not an exceptional 
case. Similar letters from perishing people 
come to us daily. By the grace of God and 
through the sacrificial spirit of Christian 
people, we minister to these kinsmen of our 
Saviour in their dark hours. 





“My family and I live alone in an environ- 
ment which is openly and actively hostile to 
us as Jews. If I were to describe the outrages 
against my family and myself and the anti- 
Semitic abuses it would take many pages. 

“They insult us in the street. My children 
are beaten at school. They even went so far 
as to smash our windows. We are called low 
and offensive names. 

“In order to get to the railroad station of 
our village or to the market place, I take 
side alleys to avoid meeting people. 

“Without exaggeration, we feel worse 
than under the Nazi occupation. This ex- 
plains why there is a constant fear and 
anxiety in my eyes. 

“You do not know my neighbours, but 
you have seen my home. It is a miserable 
shack without any conveniences, with a 
leaking roof and damp walls, unlivable in 
the winter. 

“You know that apartments are allotted 
here by the authorities according to one’s 
social status and whether you belong to the 
Communist party. So my husband’s chances 
of getting a decent apartment because of his 
background and employment, in addition to 
my Jewish background, are nil. Our situa- 
tion is hopeless. ; 

“What I am asking you is, Could you help 
us purchase an apartment in the city? The 
sum required is about $600 for key money. 
Perhaps some friends would be willing to 
make a contribution for this need. It would 
make all the difference in the world for my 
family to live in the city among other peo- 
ple, and not here in a village under the most 
unbearable conditions. 

“If you could give us some hope, we would 
start to live again. The Lord be with you. 

It is of such as these that our Saviour 
says, “Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one 
of the least of these my brethren, ye have 
done it unto me.” 


Sample copy of Israel My Glory, outstand- 
ing missionary publication, sent free to all 
who love the Lord and His cause. 


THE FRIENDS OF ISRAEL 
MISSIONARY AND RELIEF SOCIETY, Inc. 
Rev. Victor Buksbazen, General Secretary 
728-G Witherspoon Building 
Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
Canada: Rev. Bruce Millar 
1066 Avenue Road, Toronto 12, Ontario 


Dear Friends of Israel: 


lam sending enclosed for your ministry of mercy 


NAME____ saninesaneaioiae —— 





CR ————— 


(oe eee 
eae me ne Ra I a te Ne are 
SEES MER SH oe 
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Vatican Shadow 
Over Hollywood 


The Spirit of St. Louis ... Based 
on Charles Augustus Lindbergh’s 
Pulitzer Prizewinning book — which 
was sold to Producer Leland Hay- 
ward and Director Billy Wilder for 
a share of the picture’s profits—this 
excellent film takes as its story line 
the simple, glorious trajectory of the 
flight itself. The essential facts of 
Lindbergh’s early life . . . are pre- 
sented in artful flashbacks... . 

When the plain facts are not suffi- 
cient for the purposes of mass en- 
tertainment, Wilder is not averse to 
dressing them up in high commercial 
style. He supplies plenty of hee-haw 
at the suspender-salesman and apo- 
plectic-captain level, a musky little 
whiff of romance on the eve of the 
flight, a couple of near crashes that 
never really were, and a streak of 
sentimental, pseudo-religious super- 
stition, involving a St. Christopher 
medal. 

Time, March 4, 1957 


Mike and the 
Missing Monsignor 


{In his weekly TV interview pro- 
gram] Mike Wallace has built his 
reputation on his daring to invade 
the hinterland of the patently con- 
troversial. . . . On several recent 
occasions Mr. Wallace has seen fit 
to discuss opinion voiced by the edi- 
tors of this Review. . . . Therefore, 

. we feel free to pass along for 
Mike’s consideration an idea which 
occurred to us as we reread the re- 
cent article of Msgr. Thomas J. Fitz- 
gerald, executive secretary of the Na- 
tional Office for Decent Literature.... 

We know the Monsignor is not in 
need of extra work. We know further 
that he is not seeking publicity for 
its own sake, much less for himself. 
However—and we make this sugges- 
tion without consulting the NODL 
official—we would like to see Msgr. 
Fitzgerald given a chance to state 
his case and discuss the problem of 
indecent literature on a nation-wide 
TV hookup. Recently under public 
attack by the American Civil Liber- 
ties Union, NODL stands to profit, 
we feel, from an opportunity to take 
its story to the people of the United 
States. It’s hard to think of a better 
way to do it than via Mike Wallace’s 
Sunday show. 

Mike is deeply interested in the 
entire question of censorship — the 
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limitation of expression, restraints 
on freedom of discussion, the ban- 
ning of ideas. He himself has done 
pioneer work by attempting to dis- 
cover, in the area of television, just 
what limits common sense and public 
morality must put on programs des- 
tined for the general public. It would 
appear highly pertinent, therefore, 
to pass word along to Mike Wallace 
about a section of Msgr. Fitzgerald’s 
America article which raises an issue 
close to the heart of the NODL- 
ACLU controversy. The Monsignor 
wrote: 


Were one to read many passages 
from these publications [those 
listed by NODL as objectionable] 
on radio, or show some of these 
pictures and cartoons on TV he 
would be immediately cut off the 
air. Yet these same passages and 
pictures are sold to youth with 
impunity. 
... As we see it, it would be an im- 
mense service to the American people 
if this problem could be thrashed 
out some night by Mike and the 
Monsignor. 


America, June 8, 1957 


* Acting on America’s commendable 
suggestion, Mike Wallace did invite 
Msgr. Fitzgerald to appear on his 
program, but the Monsignor refused. 
Why? You be the judge! 


The 1960 Candidate 


This combination of the Kennedy 
clan and the Kennedy millions wag- 
ing all-out war in behalf of their 
champion was well illustrated in 
Jack’s 1952 campaign for the Senate 
against Republican Henry Cabot 
Lodge, Jr. 

Massachusetts has a law that no 
candidate may spend more than $20,- 
000 to get himself elected to the Sen- 
ate and no individual may contribute 
more than $1,000 to any one candi- 
date. The law, however, has a loop- 
hole. A candidate may set up a 
committee, and an individual may 
contribute $1,000 to this committee, 








as well as $1,000 to the candidate 
himself. The Kennedys used this 
loophole as no one ever has before. 
Whereas previously candidates had 
set up one such committee, the Ken- 
nedys had five. These committees 
collected and spent about $350,000 
to help elect Jack, more than had 
ever before been spent in a Senate 
race in the state... . 

Kennedy’s critics . . . deny he has 
consistent political courage and say 
that he wants the presidency so ur- 
gently that he compromises too much 
on basic principles. At the time of the 
civil-rights controversy last summer, 
a colleague who was dissatisfied with 
Kennedy’s stand on an issue was re- 
ported by The New York Times as 
advising Kennedy, “Why not show a 
little less profile and a little more 
courage?” Other critics point to the 
fact that Kennedy repeatedly side- 
stepped taking a stand on the late 
Sen. Joseph R. McCarthy when his 
excesses were capturing so many 
headlines — presumably because 
McCarthy was a favorite of the many 
Irish Catholics in Massachusetts. 

The religious issue, Kennedy is 
well aware, may have a strong bear- 
ing on the outcome of his campaign 
for the Democratic nomination. Be- 
fore the last convention, he financed 
a survey to determine the public’s 
attitude toward Catholics in govern- 
ment. The results indicated that 
prejudice is declining. Some persons 
still vote for or against a Catholic 
solely on the basis of religion. But 
Kennedy feels that the poll shows 
Al Smith was defeated in 1928, not 
because of his religion, but because 
he was the kind of candidate the pub- 
lic mistrusted—the stereotype of the 
cigar-smoking political boss. 


Redbook, November 1957 
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question ? mark 





by the Rev. Angelo Lo Vallo 


Question: Some time ago, while 
visiting in a hospital, I noticed a 
Roman Catholic priest trying to 
deal with a Protestant. What I 
would like to know is this: Can 
a priest absolve the sins of a so- 
called “heretic” who has the use 
of reason and is in danger of 
death, without first having that 
individual join the Catholic 
Church? 


Answer: Yes, the priest can 
absolve the heretic from his 
sins—conditionally. The follow- 
ing Roman Catholic authorities 
answer this question adequately: 

“P, Gury (Casus, Vol. II, n. 
488) distinguishes, for this 
reason, between material and 
formal heretics, and holds that to 
a material heretic, unconscious 
and in danger of death, may be 
granted absolution sub conditione 
(conditionally). Gennari (Consul- 
tag., p. 255) extends this also to 
formal heretics. But if absolution, 
under such circumstances, can be 
given to an unconscious person, it 
can be given also to a heretic who 
is yet conscious. 

“... As regards the actus poe- 
nitentis (acts of the penitent), 
for the validity of the Sacrament 
is sufficient a confessio generica 
(general confession) ; it will not 
be difficult to induce a dying 
heretic to confess himself in 
general as sinner and to con- 
fidently ask God’s forgiveness, 
but if this is done, then we have 
the confessio and contritio (con- 
fession and contrition), requisite 
for the validity of absolution. 

“Nor does defectus fidei Cath- 
olicae (defect of Catholic faith) 
offer a difficulty, for a haereticus 
materialis (material heretic), one 
who is in good faith, may really 
be possessed of fides super- 
naturalis (supernatural faith), 
the faith necessary for justifi- 
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catiom Should some one object, 
further, that the ordinatio actuum 
poenitentis (the order of the acts 
of the penitent) is lacking, mean- 
ing the actus poenitentis (namely 
confessio, contritio) were not ob- 
tained in ordine ad accipiendam 
absolutionem (in order to obtain 
absolution), the reply is that an 
ordinatio implicita (implicit 
order) is present included in the 
will to do what God requires of 
us, and this ordinatio suffices. 


“Moreover, theologians teaeh, 
almost universally, that abso- 


_lution sub conditione (condition- 


ally) may be given to a dying 
haereticus materialis, bereft of 
consciousness. But why may it be 
given to such a one?... The 
reason can, therefore, only be be- 
cause theologians believe that the 
actus poenitentis may be pre- 
sumed in the manner mentioned, 
i.e., in illa forma, ete. (in that 
general form, which absolutely 
speaking suffices for the validity 
of the Sacrament).” (Ign. Rieder, 
D.D., in The Casuist, Vol. II, pp. 
291, 292. New York, Joseph F. 
Wagner, 1908. Imprimatur.) 

The foregoing gives some idea 
of the complex ramifications of 
Roman Catholic belief and indi- 
cates how even rigid dogmas can 
be altered or adjusted to fit any 
set of circumstances. 


Question: Recently, I had an 
argument with my Roman Cath- 
olic neighbor on a question of 
Roman Catholic doctrine. I stated 
that it was wrong for the Roman 
Church to teach that the priest 
had the power to forgive sins but 
that God alone forgives sins. How- 
ever, my neighbor said that this 
was a Protestant misrepresen- 
tation, for her church instructs 
that the priest merely declares 
the forgiveness of sins in the 





name of Christ. Kindly tell us 
what is the correct Roman Cath- 
olic viewpoint on this subject. 


Answer: From what you write, 
it seems that you are right and 
your Roman Catholic neighbor is 
wrong. If your Roman Catholic 
friend were to stick closely to his 
statement, he would be upholding 
good evangelical doctrine, namely, 
that one of the offices of any 
minister of the gospel is to 
declare the forgiveness of sins in 
the name of Christ. But what 
your Roman Catholic neighbor 
holds on this question does not 
square with ecclesiastical teach- 
ing. This is only one of the many 
cases that reveal the ignorance of 
lay Catholics on the doctrines and 
dogmas of their church. 

In dogmatic and canonical the- 
ology, the Roman Church teaches 
that the priest forgives sins by 
virtue of the spiritual power 
coming from the priestly charac- 
ter imprinted for eternity on his 
soul through the Sacrament of 
Holy Orders. This priestly spirit- 
ual power to forgive sins is called 
in Roman Catholic theology “the 
ordinary canonical power of juris- 
diction in the forum of con- 
science” (7. e., the confessional 
box). In other words, the Roman 
Church maintains that each and 
every truly ordained priest has 
an eternal priestly character on 
his soul which he obtained 
through ordination by a bishop 
and from which follows a spirit- 
ual power either to forgive or re- 
tain sins confessed to him in the 
privacy of the confessional box, 
wherein he sits as a judge in 
order to exercise judicial ab- 
solution. 

The words used in the form of 
absolution clearly reveal the 
Roman Catholic teaching that the 
priest himself forgives sins: 
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McGUFFEY'S READERS 


After a long and costly search a commlete set 
of the original 1879 McGuffey’s Readers has 
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2nd Reader..... $2.50 $3.50 
3rd Reader..... $2.75 6th Reader,.... $3.75 
We pay the postage on all orders!!! 


Old Authors Dept.CO-28 Rowan, lowa 











My Visit To Heaven 


Rebecca Springer's Actual Experience ! 


Almost too sacred to reveal! Eight exciting 
chapters. Gates of pearl, the glory land, great 
mysteries, reunion of loved ones, home life in 
heaven. Most detailed description of heaven 
ever attempted. 


Over 250,000 Copies Sold ! 


“My Visit To Heaven” is of vital importance 
to you, if you’ve lost a lost one. You'll trea- 
sure this blessed book! “The grandest book I 
ever read,” says one reader ... and another, 
“It is wonderful and very unusual.” Order your 
copy to-day and see why thousands ve 
praised this book. 


Postpaid $1.00 ~ Edition limited. 
Gospel Books Dept.CO-29 Rowan, lowa 


THE GREATEST EXPOSURE OF ROME'S 
PAGAN DOCTRINES EVER PUT IN PRINT 


By L. J. KING 


Your heart will burn within as 
you read the testimonies of these 
priests and nuns. 


$1.25 per 100 or $8.00 per 1000. 
Assorted if desired. Postage paid. 


My Life in The Convent 
House of Death and Gate of Hell 
Roman Catholic Inventions 
Convent Brutality 
by Sister Mary Alberta 
Purgatory, or the Pope's Pawn Shop 
Money for Masses 
Abolish the Nunneries 
and Save the Girls 
Jesus or Mary, Which? 
The Enemy Within Our Borders 
Danger Ahead 
When Roman Catholics 
Read the Bible 
Ye Must Be Born Again 
The Roman Pillars Are Falling 
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— Enclose check or money order — 


BOOK AND BIBLE HOUSE 
Box 3598, University Station 
GAINESVILLE, FLORIDA 
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“May the Almighty God have 
mercy upon thee, and forgive thee 
thy sins and bring thee unto life 
everlasting. Amen. 


“May the Almighty and Merci- 
ful Lord grant thee pardon, ab- 
solution, and forgiveness of thy 
sins. Amen. 


“May the Lord Jesus Christ 
absolve thee, and I, by his author- 
ity, absolve thee from every bond 
of excommunication and interdict, 
in as much as in my power lieth 
and thou standest in need. Finally 
I absolve thee from thy sins, in 
the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 
Amen.” (Roman Ritual) 


Commenting on the last portion 
of this formula, Rev. Francis Cas- 
silly, S.J., confirms our position 
when he writes: “In giving ab- 
solution the priest uses the words, 
‘I absolve thee from thy sins,’ 
which is a proof that the priest 
himself forgives sins.” (Francis 
Cassilly, S.J., Religion, Doctrine 
and Practice. Chicago, Loyola 
University Press, 1926. Imprim- 
atur. Pp. 224, 225.) 


Question: J] am a Protestant. 
Fifteen years ago, I married a 
Roman Catholic before a Protes- 
tant minister. I was told by a Ro- 
man Catholic priest that my mar- 
riage was wtnvalid; because of 
this, he angrily ordered me to 
make this marriage good in the 
Roman Church also. But this I re- 
fused to do. What I would like 
to know is this: Can the priest 
revalidate my marriage either 
without my wife’s knowledge and 
consent or mine, or without the 
knowledge and consent of both 
of us? 


Answer: Yes, the priest can 
revalidate your marriage without 
the consent of either party or 
both, as the case may be. He can 
effect this by means of a dispen- 
sation called a Sanatio in radice 
(curing, or making good from the 
very beginning). It is obtained 
from the Apostolic Delegate in 
Washington, D.C., who, as the 
only Roman Church authority in 
the United States, has the 
delegated faculties from the Vati- 
can to grant this privilege. 

What the Sanatio in radice ac- 
complishes is this: it makes a 
marriage here and now valid 





which was invalid (for fifteen 
years, in this case) because it was 
performed before a Protestant 
minister and not before a Roman 
Catholic priest and two Roman 
Catholic witnesses; and it also 
legitimizes here and now the chil- 
dren who were illegitimate from 
the time of conception and birth. 

In support of this assertion we 
quote in full Canon 1138 of the 
official Roman Catholic Canon 
Law, which covers this question: 


“1. The healing of a marriage 
in radice is its validation, involv- 
ing, besides the dispensation or 
cessation of the impediment, a 
dispensation from the law requir- 
ing renewal of consent, and retro- 
action by fiction of law, as re- 
gards canonical effects, to the 
past. 


“2. The validation takes place 
at the moment when the favor 
is granted; but the retroaction is 
understood as going back to the 
beginning of the marriage, unless 
express provision is made to the 
contrary. 


“3. The dispensation from the 
law requiring renewal of consent 
can be granted even without the 
knowledge of one or both of the 
parties.” 

This quotation reveals in a 
small measure the weight of the 
“commandments of men” which 
the Roman Church teaches “for 
doctrines.” (See Matt. 15:9) 





e For a comprehensive treatise on this 
subject, complete with a photostatic copy 
of the ante-nuptial agreement, order the 
booklet — MIXED MARRIAGE, Road 
to Unhappiness — at 50¢. Your local 
bookstore or direct from Christ’s Mission 
Book Department. 


Question: What teaching does 
the Roman Catholic Church want 
to convey by the title she bestows 
on Mary: Mediatrix of All 
Graces? 

Answer: By this title the Ro- 
man Church wants to remind 
her people about the close asso- 
ciation that Mary had _ with 
Christ in the redemption of man- 
kind. Mary, the Roman Church 
presumes, continues this coopera- 
tion by distributing and applying 
all the merits and graces of the 
redemption of Christ by means 
of her perpetual intercession. In 
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other words, no merit or grace 
comes from Christ except through 
the hands of Mary. 

But this title and the concept 
behind it are entirely unwarrant- 
ed by the Roman Catholic Scrip- 
tures. As a matter of fact, the 
Roman Catholic Bible itself 
speaks of Christ as the only, prin- 
cipal, divine and infinite mediator 
between God and men: “For there 
is one God and one Mediator be- 
tween God and men, himself man, 
Christ Jesus, who gave himself a 
ransom for all.” (I Tim. 2:5, 6) 


Question: Could you give me 
the most recent Roman Catholic 
census on the secular and regu- 
lar priesthoods, religious lay- 
brothers, and sisters? 

Answer: There are more than 
forty-eight thousand priests in 
the United States alone (includ- 
ing Hawaii and Alaska). Of 
these, more than fifteen thousand 
are regular priests belonging to 
Religious Orders, Societies and 
Congregations. The Roman Cath- 
olic Directory lists about 150 dif- 


ferent religious‘ communities in 
the United States. Any list of 
regular priests would include the 
following religious communities: 
the Franciscans, Dominicans, Jes- 
uits, Augustinians, Passionists, 
Paulists, Holy Ghost, Redemptor- 
ists, Holy Cross, Benedictines, 
Precious Blood, Vincentians, Sul- 
picians, Trappists, etc. 

There are listed about twenty 
different religious communities of 
lay-brothers, and about three 
hundred communities of sisters. 
Nearly all the religious orders of 
regular priests have a companion 
group of religious lay-brothers 
who perform all the menial or 
manual labor connected with the 
community life, such as the cook- 
ing, cleaning, washing, secretarial 
work, and so on. 


Question: Many times I have 
attended Mass with my Roman 
Catholic neighbor. On various 
occasions, I noticed that the 
priests used different colored 
vestments. What is the signifi- 
cance behind them? 





Answer: According to the Ro- 
man Catholic liturgy, the differ- 
ent colored vestments used by the 
priest at Mass are supposed to be 
expressive of the event com- 
memorated by the Roman 
Church: Gold—on solemn occa- 
sions of joy; Red—at Masses of 
the Holy Ghost or feast days of 
the martyrs; Black—at Masses 
said for the souls in Purgatory 
and on Good Friday; Violet—in 
seasons of penance: at Masses 
for peace, on vigils (days pre- 
ceding special feasts), through- 
out Advent and Lent, and on the 
day of the Holy Innocents; White 
—on occasions of joy, feast days 
of Christ, Mary and the saints of 
the Roman Church; Green— in 
seasons denoting hope: on Sun- 
days after the Epiphany (the 
coming of the Magi) and after 
Pentecost (the coming of the 
Holy Spirit to the Apostles) ; and 
Rose—on one Sunday in Lent 
(the forty days preceding East- 
er) and one Sunday in Advent 
(the more than three weeks pre- 
ceding Christmas). 
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PRESIDENT EISENHOWER CALLS SUNDAY SCHOOL 
“THE FIRM FOUNDATION TO BUILD FUTURE CITIZENS” 


Get Your Building Helps at CHRISTIAN PUBLICATIONS BOOK STORE 


FOR THE CRADLE ROLL 


@ Baby’s Guide Packet — leaflets to 
parents, birthday cards, etc. ‘ -75 


@ Baby’s Guide Manual .25 
© Greetings Booklet Doz. 2.25 
e Chart — with Bible Children and ani- 


mals around the manger 2.25 
e Church to Home Messages 25 
® Baby’s Own Book — Blue or Pink 1.25 


FOR THE TEACHER 


@ Peloubet’s Select Notes by Wilbur M. 
Smith, 84th Annual Volume 2.95 

* Tarbell’s Teachers’ Guide by Martha 
Tarbell, commentary on International 
Bible Lessons 2.75 

® Higley’s Sunday School Lesson Com- 
mentary, commentary on International 
Uniform Lessons 22 

@ Arnold’s Practical Commentary by B. L. 
Olmstead, 64th annual volume of Inter- 
national Uniform Series 

© Points for Emphasis for 1958 by Clifton 
J. Allen, designed to ——— Sunday 
School material now available 75 

® Gist of the Lesson by R. A. Torrey, a 
handy pocket book every teacher ‘will 


aa iinl.. of ns ve bhi.f imess .75 


© The Minister’s WA 1958, compiled 
and edited by G. B. F. “allen and M. K. 
W. Heicher, 33rd annual edition 3.00 


@ The Superintendent’s Guide by Harry 
E. Bartow, suggestions for conducting 
school sessions and makin ns the school a 
new influence for God in the community .75 


® Davis Dictionary of the Bible 5.95 
FOR THE SUNDAY SCHOOL LIBRARY 


@ Charting the Course, edited by Mavis 
. Anderson 1.0 
10 copies, each .85 
© New Training for Service oy C. J.Sharp .75 
10 copies, each .70 
@ Planning Church School Workers’ Con- 
ferences 2. 
@ The Idea Book for oe Sunday School 
by Richard J. Mull 1.50 
@ My Message to il School Workers 
by Marian Lawrence 1 
® Make Sunday School Interesting 
by Nell Henderson 
@ Keys for the Sunday School Teacher 
by LaVose A. Wallin F 
@ Keys for the Sunday School Superinten- 
dent and Officers 50 
®@ Speaker’s Treasury for Sunday School 
eachers by Herbert B. Prochnow 2.50 
@ Methods in Teaching 
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by Harold A. Fischer 1.50 
®@ Story Telling by Claudia Royal 2.00 
® Together We Praise Him 

by Florence C. Brillhart 2.00 
@ Adults Learn and Like It 

by Irene Smith Caldwell 715 


@ In Spirit and In Truth by W. L. Howse 1.50 
® Psalm One Hundred for Children 


by Sarah E. Gearhart 1.00 
@ The Story of the Hymns and Tunes 

by Brown and Butterworth 3.95 
© Right or Wrong by T. B. Maston 2.00 
® Halley’s Pocket Bible Handbook 3.00 
© How-to-do-it Books for Every Depart- 

ment 
e@ All About the Sunday School 1.95 


® Charting the Course 1.00 
10 copies, 8.50 
@ How to Run a Sunday School 2.00 
® Teaching for Results 3.00 
®@ Teach With Success 2.95 
@ New Training for Service 78 
10 copies, each .70 
® 1,000 Plans and Ideas for Sunday Coe | 
Workers 
@ How to Understand and Influence 


Children 1.50 
@ How to Reach the Children for Jesus 50 
® Plans for Your Sunday School Year 1.25 


We carry a complete supply of Bibles, Records, 
Stationery, Bible Games, Song Books, Flannel- 

raph Materials, Church Supplies, Gifts, Prizes, 
Grecting Cards and other items. Easy one-stop 
shopping for all your Sunday School needs. 


STORE HOURS: o =: - -—< poly 
nesdays 
o oO. a 00 Saturdays 


Mail orders should be addressed to: Christian Publications, Inc., Third & Reily Sts., Harvisburg, Pa. 
CHRISTIAN PUBLICATIONS BOOKSTORE ~° 690 Eighth Avenue (between 43rd and 44th Sts.) New York 36, N. Y. 
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Catholic Blandishments 


Dear Sir: 


I thought you would like to see 
a Chicago Daily News account of 
the honoring of one hundred out- 
standing Chicagoans, on the oc- 
casion of the 100th anniversary 
of the arrival of the Jesuits in 
Chicago. 

Observe what General Robert 
E. Wood, retired board chairman 
of Sears, Roebuck & Co., says 
about his non-Catholic convic- 
tions: 

“T am not a Catholic but I have 
always admired the Jesuit order.” 

“His warmest praise,” reports 
the News, “was for St. Ignatius 
Loyola, founder of the Jesuits— 
and a fellow soldier.” 

Note also Mayor Daly and his 
ecclesiastical . master, Cardinal 
Stritch, of Chicago (pictured). 

It’s surprising to me that so 
many prominent Chicagoans fell 
for this slick trick of the Jesuits. 
Maybe they have never read 
Webster’s definition of the word 
“Jesuit.” It means “crafty.” 

You may be able to use this 
material to point out how even 
the most prominent of citizens 
fall for tricky Catholic blandish- 
ments. 

From the same issue of the 
News I’m enclosing another clip- 
ping telling of the proposed eleva- 
tion to sainthood of 116 American 
missionary martyrs. It looks as 
if they are going to try to identify 
Roman Catholicism with early 
American history. 

The Catholic staffers on the 
Daily News are beginning to 





OPEN 
FORUM 


make that once fine newspaper 
look like an American edition of 
Osservatore Romano. 
Chicago, Illinois 

R. B. GUSTAFSON 


Parochial School 
Benefits 


Dear Sir: 


The article in the November 
issue of CONVERTED CATHOLIC, 
“Parochial Schools and Public 
Funds,” p. 17, strikes me as being 
careless and inadequate reporting 
or as reflecting a strongly dis- 
criminatory attitude based on 
pure bias and/or failure to dis- 
tinguish between education and 
social service. 

1. If the taxpayers of East 
Lansdowne school district are 
“required to pay five times the 
normal cost of medical, dental 
and hearing examinations for 
school children,” will you please 
tell us what the normal cost 
would be for the school popula- 
tion of 1502 pupils (1283 
parochial school plus 219 public 
school)? Also, what the school 
district actually must pay? Also, 
what rate other districts in Penn- 
sylvania are paying. Somehow, I 
suspect that the facts and fig- 
ures do not bear out the conten- 
tion that the East Lansdowners 
are paying five times the normal 
rate. 

2. I suspect that my second al- 
ternative is a closer explanation, 
since the ratio of the number of 
pupils in the parochial school to 
the number in the public school 
is roughly five to one, and that 
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Views and opinions expressed in this 
department do not necessarily repre- 


sent the view-point of this Magazine. 


> 


the author of this article is oper- 
ating on the hypothesis that these 
social services belong strictly only 
to the pupils attending the public 
school. On this false assumption 
the cost for all the pupils could 
then be termed “five times” the 
normal amount. 


The fallacy of this hypothesis 
lies in identifying social services 
with educational services, or in 
failing to distinguish between 
what is essential and what is ac- 
cidental to education or school 
operation. When a service or 
thing is essential to education— 
such as the school building, equip- 
ment, teachers and their salaries, 
text books, chalk, desks, trans- 
portation, etc.—public tax monies 
may not provide these for any but 
public schools. However, when 
a service is purely social—such 
as medical, dental, audio-visual 
examinations and treatment, hot 
lunches, inoculations, etc.—they 
are to be provided to all children 
as children or citizens and not as 
pupils of this or that type of 
school. If transportation or teach- 
ers’ salaries or school buildings 
in East Lansdowne were calculat- 
ed on the basis of 1502 pupils, 
that would be five or six times 
what it should be. But social 
services should properly be 
figured on the basis of the total 
number of pupils irrespective of 
the schools they attend. 

You know that I, as a Missouri 
Synod Lutheran, hold no brief 
for Romanism, but a biased dis- 
tortion of the facts can’t be one 
of our weapons in combatting 
papal errors. 

While I’m writing, let me in- 
sert my reaction and, I’m confi- 
dent, that of many others, to the 
Lutheran World Federation pro- 
posal to study Roman Catholic 
theology. To me, the proposal 
suggests anything but the wish- 
ful thinking of America. If re- 
search does anything, it will only 
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widen and deepen the chasm be- 
tween Rome and Wittenberg, 
draw the line of demarcation 
more sharply and define the 
issues more clearly. To bridge the 
gap between Lutheranism and 
Romanism is to ignore and set 
aside Scripture and centuries 
of history. If Wittenberg and 
Worms can call Rome sister, then 
God and Satan are brothers, black 
and white are one color, truth and 
falsehood are identical, and holi- 
ness and sin are synonyms. 


KARL F. BREEHNE, Pastor 


Our Redeemer Lutheran Church 
Greenville, Illinois 


e The inequity resulted from the 
fact that East Lansdowne’s paro- 
chial school served pupils from 
f urth-class school districts which 
had no parochial schools, thereby 
overloading the one district, 
which accordingly had to support 
over five times as many parochial 
as public school students. (The 
report appeared in the Upper 
Darby News section of the Phila- 
delphia Evening Bulletin for 
September 15, 1957.) 

The distinction between educa- 
tional. and social services might 
seem valid at first glance. How- 
ever, the medical services men- 
tioned, while not obligatory on 
the part of the state, were in- 
tended to benefit the public 
schools, which are the concern 
of the state and are part of the 
American way of life. If the pa- 
rochial schools cannot compete, 
their pupils are free to attend the 
public schools like other Ameri- 
cans. 


Bigotry and Hate 


The Editor 
The CONVERTED CATHOLIC 
Sea Cliff, New York 


You are unworthy of the salu- 
tation customarily given to a 
Christian gentleman, so I shall 
dispense with that gracious 
formality. 

Indeed, I am firmly convinced 
that you never were a Catholic, 
merely a “modern carpet-bagger” 
making a living out of prejudice 
and vile ignorance. Certainly you 
never were a Christian... 

If this nation is ever torn a- 
sunder by religious war, with its 
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passionate and merciless hatreds, 
the common folk of this nation, 
who will suffer the greatest out- 
rages, will find the “war crimin- 
als” in the pages of your insidious 


magazine. The self-styled “ex- 
monks” on your staff have a 
familiar stamp: they belong to 
the wrecking crew of history; 
that contagion of bigoted, vain, 
egotistical, warped men who have 
risen to power on the wave of 
bigotry and hate, only to plunge 
their nations and peoples into 
the ash heap of time. 

The Himmlers of history enjoy 
little esteem, once the cinders of 
civilization have cooled. We are 
aware of the danger you pose to 
the unity of our beloved nation. 
It is high treason to divide this 
nation, in the face of its mortal 
foe, Communism. 

HE2Z0G EMMERT VON BADEN 
Washington, D. C. 


N. B.: I invite you to print this 
communication in the columns of 
your publication. 


e The staff of Christ’s Mission, 
including the Executive Director 
and Editor, have ample proof of 
their former status as monks and 
priests in the Roman Catholic 
Church. 


Replies to the 
Archbishop 


Dear Sir: 


Enclosed is an answer to Arch- 
bishop O’Hara’s recent letter to 
Mr. Hall... I am glad to have 
our differences in the open. 

. . . In the matter of “Which 
church did Christ establish?” 

If an institution has reversed 
its teachings it cannot be con- 
sidered the same institution. 

It is impossible to conceive of 
Christ’s saying to His apostles, 
“These people will not receive my 
teachings, though I have taken 
every means to convince them. 
Take them out and do away with 
them.” That is a diametric re- 
versal of the doctrine of love that 
Jesus taught. But that is the 
method of treatment the Roman 
Church gives heretics in countries 
where she has the preponderance 
of power. 

Certainly the organization 
whose head has (from time to 


time) murdered, practiced nepo- 
tism, perjury and simony is not 
the organization that Jesus called 
His church which would stand 
forever. There is no account in 
the Scriptures of His forming an 
organization at all. His saying 
that “upon this rock I will build 
my church; and the gates of hell 
shall not prevail against it” hard- 
ly presages an organization of 
priests, bishops, archbishops, 
cardinals, and popes such as the 
Roman Church has today. 

Rather let us think that He 
meant His church should consist 
of people with a spirit such as 
Peter had. (See Matt. 16:16) 
Such people can be found in 
modern churches everywhere, and 
it is of such people that the 
modern church should consist. 

We do not know of God or 
Christ having sanctioned the in- 
stitution of the secret confession- 
al or a celibate priesthood and 
nunneries and monasteries. God 
did bless the marital relation and 
there is no record of His regret- 
ting it. It is by no stretch of 
imagination that we can believe 
that the commission He gave the 
disciples, “‘Whatsoever ye shall 
bind on earth shall be bound 
in heaven, etc.,”” means that they 
shall initiate any category of sin 
that they please and have it re- 
ceive the blessing of God. 


Mark D. TAYLOR 
Laramie, Wyoming 


Dear Sir: 


. . . So far the Archbishop is 
doing the best job. I wonder why 
the good Baptist minister does 
not call attention to the grammar 
of Matthew 16:17-19. This is all 
addressed by Jesus to Simon Bar- 
jona, and so used the second per- , 
son. In the eighteenth verse, ac- 
cordingly, we read, “Thou art 
Peter (rock),” but strangely a 
shift is made from second to third 
person, “upon this rock.” 

Why the change of persons? 
Why did Jesus not say, “upon 
thee’? And why did Jesus change 
from masculine Petros to femi- 
nine petra? Both have the mean- 
ing of rock. : 

J. F, HARTMAN 
Springfield, Illinois 
e Chapters could be written on 
this one subject alone. 
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Faith and Courage ... 


Rev. John B. Ebel: “Near the 
ancient walled city of Avila in the 
heart of the Guardarrama Mountains 
in Spain, a drive of about an hour 
and one-half from Madrid, the U. S. 
Air Force is bringing to completion 
what is probably the largest air field 
in Europe. Torrejon Air Base, center 
of a complex of U. S. installations 
in Spain, is in an area rich in tradi- 
tions of faith and courage... . 

“The Spaniards, as they showed in 
the Civil War, oppose the new threat 
of Communism with the same whole- 
souled toughness and courage that 
at first resisted and finally expelled, 
after centuries of combat, the forces 
of Mohammedanism.... 

“It is to be hoped that U. S. armed 
forces will breathe deeply of the air 
of faith and courage in which Avila 
basks under the blue Castilian sky, 
and will be prepared to carry on its 
crusade with the vigor of the Span- 
iards of old.” (The Register, Nov. 
24, 1957) 

(The Register, Nov. 24, 1957) 


---Kilusions and Extremism 


Francis E. McMahon: “Herbert 
L. Matthews, member of the editorial 
board of The New York Times and 
formerly its correspondent in Spain, 
recounts [in his book The Yoke and 
the Arrows: A Report on Spain] the 
story of that tragedy [the Spanish 
Civil War] and its aftermath. Though 
containing some very debatable 
points, his treatment is one of the 
better books on the subject. It is pat- 
ently the work of a man whose first 
desire is to expound the truth as he 
sees it. ... 

“The pro-Franco side ought to 
abandon its illusions... , he believes, 
especially the illusion that Franco’s 
revolt was chiefly inspired by a de- 
sire to rid Spain of communism. He 
marshals some impressive data to 
show that the threat of communism 
in Spain, prior to the Civil War, has 
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been greatly exaggerated. ... 

“Mr. Matthews devotes a chapter 
to the Church in Spain. Though he 
is severely critical of some aspects 
of Spanish Catholicism, it would be 
unjust to accuse him of anticlerical- 
oe 

“But what prompted Matthews to 
make a rather wholesale assault upon 
the Society of Jesus? The Church of 
Spain, he says, gave the world rev- 
ered characters like St. Theresa and 
St. John of the Cross. But it also 
produced St. Ignatius Loyola and the 
Jesuits. The Jesuits are, he claims, 
‘the authentic expression of Spanish 
extremism in its religious form.’ He 
has Spain in mind specifically, but it 
appears from the context that he is 
also generalizing about order with 
world-wide ramifications. 

“The author knows too much about 
Catholics in general to categorize 
them exclusively as ‘liberals,’ ‘con- 
servatives’ or ‘reactionaries.’ But he 
has done this precisely as regards 
the Jesuits. His usual zeal for ferret- 
ing out the whole truth suddenly is 
dissipated. He is due for a few sur- 
prises when he probes into the chron- 
icles of the Society, beginning with 
the history of its Founder. We be- 
lieve an injustice has been perpe- 
trated.” (America, May 4, 1957) 


*“Indelible Character” 


The Tablet, Brooklyn’s Roman 
Catholic diocesan paper: “Q. On a 
TV interview, I heard a Baptist min- 
ister give figures on the numbers of 
Catholics who were converted to 
Protestant religions in a given period 
of time. When a person is baptized a 
Catholic, isn’t he a Catholic always 
even though he joins up with a Prot- 
estant church? 

“A. Yes. The catechism describes 
one of the effects of Baptism as ‘im- 
printing an indelible character on 
the soul.’ That means that a person 
baptized in the Catholic church can 
no more change the character of his 
life than one born of royal blood 


could become one born of common 
blood. Unfortunately, through neg- 
lect, weakness or downright apostasy, 
a person can fail or refuse to live up 
to the dignity, the standard and the 
obligations of a member of the Mys- 
tical Body of Christ (like the Prodi- 
gal Son), but he still remains a 
member of that body, albeit, an un- 
worthy one. Baptism is not the initi- 
ation of a person into a club or an 
organization which the member can 
leave later if he so wishes. It is the 
ceremony of re-birth in the Holy 
Ghost, making the person the living 
member of a living Body, the Mysti- 
cal Body of Christ. Even with defect 
of faith after Baptism, the character 
of the sacrament remains. Hence, 
loss of faith is so great a tragedy.” 
(March 2, 1957) 


Any Resemblanee... 
Aloysius McDonough, C.P.: 


“There is only the faintest resem- 
blance between the belief of a non- 
Catholic Christian and a Catholic. 
Most of original Christianity has 
been scuttled by the non-Catholic 
sects. Only the Catholic Church has 
maintained, in unfractured integrity, 
the teaching, ruling, and sanctifying 
influence of the Divine Founder of 


Christianity.” (The Sign, August, 
1957) 

Case of the Missing 
Catholies 


Francis X. Curran, S.J.: “The [Of- 
ficial Catholic] Directory statistics 
are the most reliable we have on 
American Catholics. But we must not 
forget that their reliability varies. 
The statistics on priests have a very 
high degree of accuracy. A certain 
margin for error, it appears, must be 
allowed for the statistics on semi- 
narians, due to variations in the re- 
ports sent in by some dioceses and 
religious orders. 

“For the statistics on the total 
Catholic population an indefinite but 
probably large margin for error must 
be assumed. Directory figures on in- 
fant baptisms, highly reliable and ob- 
viously a good indication of total 
Catholic births, do not square with 
the reported Catholic population. 
Annually, during the present cen- 
tury, 23-25 per cent of the children 
born in the United States have been 
baptized as Catholics; in the last few 
years the proportion has gone much 
higher. At no time, however, does the 
number of Catholics reported by the 
Directory approach 23-25 per cent of 
the total American population. Obvi- 
ously hundreds of thousands of bap- 
tized Catholics are not included in 
the Directory statistics.” (America, 
Feb. 9, 1957) 


THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC MAGAZINE 










We are primarily interested in obtaining NEW subscribers to the Converted Catholic magazine. 
In this way, our field of opportunity for ‘reaching out’ with the truth and maintain our precious 


freedoms will become greater. Many others will become acquainted with and pray for the work 
of Christ’s Mission. 


With this in mind, we are most happy to present to you .. . 


FREE. . . with the placing of five NEW Subscriptions: 


e A HANDSOME LOOSE LEAF BINDER 
e¢ ATTRACTIVE, DARK BLUE — SUPERIOR QUALITY 


e “CONVERTED CATHOLIC" STAMPED ON FRONT 
e SIMPLE INSERTION ¢ A REAL VALUE 














The subscription price of the CONVERTED CATHOLIC is $2.50 
per year. The five NEW subscriptions would ordinarily cost 
you $12.50, but along with the offer of one beautiful free 
binder, we are reducing the price of the five subscriptions to 
$11.00. This is truly a real value and a saving of which you 
certainly will want to take advantage. 































WL aA re 


y 


2 














Here is an opportunity to keep your copies of the CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC magazine for the complete year neatly bound to- 
gether, and handy for reference material. 


This beautiful binder can be included among the books of 
your library and used for study, or loaned to a friend as a 
‘book’ you would like to have him or her read. 


Should you desire to purchase the binder outright, the price will be .............. | .$ 2.00 


A binder with complete copies of the CONVERTED CATHOLIC magazine for either the years 1956 or 
I ON NN oi ccsccacisdieil eect Is ie ee ee eo le iaaeciasaoasebin te 4.50 


Be money. 


However, we trust that you will want to help us in our effort to reach NEW subscribers. You may send these 
as five gift subscriptions or you may obtain five subscriptions at $2.20 each from friends and forward the same $11.00. 
You will still receive the binder. Take advantage of this unusual offer above. Five new subscriptions for only $11.00. You 
receive your beautiful binder . . . FREE. 


Fill in (please print), detach and send in with remittance. 





The Convertep CATHOLIC Magazine 
369 Carpenter Avenue 
Sea Cliff, L. I., New York 


Enclosed find five new names and addresses to receive one-year subscription to the Converrep Carioric magazine, also $11.00, price 
of said subscriptions. [| Bill me. 


Five New Names Address - City - State 


Please send me one free binder as advertised in the January, 1958, issue of the Converrep CATHOLIC magazine. 


Name. sean Ae Address 


City : State 


(Please include 50¢ per person per year outside the U. S. A.) 


CHRIST’S MISSION BOOK DEPARTMENT 


BOX 925 
SEA CLIFF, b 





A PROTESTANT PRIMER 
ON ROMAN CATHOLICISM 


Rev. Angelo Di Dominica $2.00 
BEHIND THE PURPLE CURTAIN 

Dr. W. M. Montaiio 3.00 
CHRIST AND CATHOLICISM 

Roy Johnson 3.50 


DON PEDRO 
B. H. Pearson 
FORGOTTEN WOMEN IN CONVENTS 
Helen Conroy (Sister Mary Etiel) 
FROM ROMAN PRIEST 
TO RADIO EVANGELIST 
M. Aldama 
HISTORY OF THE POPES 
Joseph McCabe (two volumes) 
IS THERE SALVATION WITHIN 
THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH? 
George MacFaul 1.00 


MARY DISCOVERS THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 


Paul Contento .25 


MONK WHO LIVED AGAIN 


B. H. Pearson 2.00 
OUR PRICELESS HERITAGE 

Rev. Dr. Henry Woods 3.50 
PEOPLE'S PADRE 

Emmet McLoughlin 3.50 
SECRETS OF ROMANISM 

Joseph Zacchello 2.00 
THE IRISH AND CATHOLIC POWER 

Paul Blanshard 3.50 
TWO BABYLONS 

Alex Hislop 3.50 
BIBLE IS GOD'S BOOK 

L. H. Lehmann 10 
CATHOLIC CHURCH AND 
THE PUBLIC SCHOOL 

Francis S. Kieda 25 
CATHOLICISM AND COERCION 

James D. Bales .25 
| ACCUSE 

L. H. Lehmann 10 
INTERVIEWING A CATHOLIC PRIEST 

Rev. Paul Obinger 10 
| WAS BLIND — NOW I SEE 

J. Fernandez -60 
NO FRIEND OF FREEDOM 

Jeffree James .25 


bce lla ult nati ily wae 








/ 


MESSAGE TO ROMAN CATHOLICS 
John Ingram 
MIXED MARRIAGES 
IN THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
Dr. W. M. Montano 
PETER AND ROME 
Arthur Petrie 
PRIESTS AND FORMER PRIESTS 
Story and Purpose of Christ's Mission 
ROSARY ROAD 
Lillian Ekstedt 
SIN OF MAN — MAN OF SIN 
A. Marquez 
THE LAMP OF GOD 
Rev. Mazierski 
THE MASS 
N. Griffin 
TRUE STATISTICS 
ON ROMAN CATHOLIC POPULATION 
F. J. Kieda 
WAS PETER A POPE? 
Julius Mantey 
WHAT IS ROMAN CATHOLICISM? 
R. Becker 
WHICH RELIGION — 
ROMANISM, PROTESTANTISM, 
Dr. George Wells Arms 
WRONG DIRECTIONS 
R. Becker 
BISHOP STROSSMAYER'S SPEECH 
IN THE VATICAN 


CATHOLIC CHURCH 
IN HITLER'S MEIN KAMPF 


Argentina 
CLERICAL FASCISM IN: \ sata 
rance 
J. J. Murphy Italy 
. Mexico 
| GOD'S GRACE TO A ROMAN CATHOLIC 
; E. F. Murphy 
HOODWINKING PROTESTANTS 
L. H. Lehmann 


IS THE POPE INFALLIBLE 
Edwin T. Dahiberg 

NOW I SEE 
Lita Holguin 

OUR MASS AND OUR LIFE 


ROMAN CATHOLIC BIBLE 

HAS THE ANSWER 
Oswald Smith 

VATICAN POWER POLITICS IN IRELAND 
J. J. Murphy 





-50 
25 
15 
25 
15 
50 


-50 


10 
-60 
15 


OR CHRIST? 
.30 


.05 





WITNESSING PAK—7 Booklets for $1.00 


Methods of Witnessing to Roman Catholics...$ .50 
Gift of Salvation . 10 
God's Masterpiece of Pity .05 
Ought I Become A Roman Catholic « or Remain 

A Protestant? . se .35 
Scriptures for Use with Reman Catholics .. .05 
The Roman Catholic Bible Has the Answer .05 
Wrong Directions ....... .05 

1.15 Value 


— ONLY $1.00 — 


Gospel of John Douay . $ .10 
New Testament Douay, paper cover, 

pocket ed. 85 
New Testament Douay, hard cover, 

gift ed. . 1.60 
New Testament Confraternity, paper cover, 

pocket ed. . 
New Testament Confraternity, hard cover, 

gift ed. . 1.75 
Bible Douay, hard cover 2.95, 
Bible 


O. T. Douay, N. T. Confraterni 

hard cover 4. 

The Perfect Gift for your Roman Catholic frienc 
Use them in witnessing too. 


SS 


lf your order totals $0.00 - 


3.0 


$3.00 
5.00 


5.0! and over 
PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE. 


Add for postage and handling: 


$ .15 
25 
2 


ROMAN CATHOLIC BIBLES & TESTAMENTS 








